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there is a great agitation afoot to lower
the haulage on timber for the timber
companies. I do not agree with this. I
think the timber companies should be
made to pay the same rate as anybody
else.

Mat. A. J. WILSON: I will convince
you on that score before long.

Ma. STONE: I say that if it does not
pay to work the timber, let the mills shut
tip until some time when there is better
demuand for the timber and a better price
for it.

On motion by MR. A. 3. WILSON,
debate adjourned.

ADS'OTJENENT.

The House adjourned at seven minutes
past 10 o'clock, until the next day.

gsgialatihe 6Dulr1i1.

Thursday, 2&th June, 1906.
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THE PRESIDENT (Hon. H. Briggs)

took the Chair at 4'30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the COLONIAL SECRETARY: Copies

of Orders in Council approved under Sec-
tion 35 of "The Audit Act, 1904."1

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
]FOURTH DAY OP bEDiTE.

Resumed from the previous day,
HON;. i. D). MCKENZIE (North-

East) : Before addressing myself to the
question before the House, I should like
to offer my sincere and hearty con-
gratulations to you, Mr, President, on
your elevation to the high and honourable
position which you hold. I have no

doubt whatever that you have the ability
to fill this position with satisfaction to
yourself and to this House, and also that
you will bring that dignity to the position
which is so necessary for the duties. I
should also like to convey my con-
gratulations to the Colonial Secretary. I
have known Mr. Connolly for a great
number of years; in fact, he is one of
the pioneers of the Coolgardie gold-
fields, and I think I met him up there
for the first time in 1892 or 1893;
therefore I think that congratulations
coming from me, more especially as he is
one of my colleagues in the representa-
tion of the North-East Province, are in
order. 1 hope Mr. Connolly will have a
long, successful, and useful career as
Colonial Secretary in this State. I should
also like to congratulate Mr. Piemse on
being Honorary Minister. Mr. Piesse is
an expert not only on land but also on
agricultural and farming pursuits; there-
fore h is knowledge mu st necessari ly be of
very, considerable use to the Government
of the day and also to the House in which
he now sits. To get back to the question
before the House, I may state that I in
common with all other members of this
Chamber have given the Speech of His
Excellency careful consideration. After
one has perused it he comnes to the con-
clusion that there is something 'wanting,
and on turning it over in his mind he
decides that the connecting link is the

I policy speech made by the Premier at
Bunbury Some weeks ago. When mem-
bers read the two in conjunction they
have the whole, and some idea of the
policy which the Moore Government
intend to bring before the Legislature of
Western Australia. To use a vulgar
expression, when the two are boiled down
they foreshadow a policy of departmental
works out of loans principally and fresh
taxation for revenue purposes. I am
wholly and totally opposed to any fresh
taxation at the present juncture of affairs
in Western Australia. We are told that
fresh taxation is required. I am one of
those who do not credit 'that statement.
I believe that the revenue of this State
at the present time is sufficiently large
for all our requirements. What we
require here is a strong man on somewhat
the same lines as the Premier of Victoria
is to-day, a man who can take a gras p
of the finances, and who is not afraid
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to put in the pruning knife and cut
down expenses where he thinks it is
justified. 'There is no question that the
Government of Western Australia of to-
day could very considerably reduce the
expenditure and make it more in accord
with the receipts. When we find that
there has been a total of one million
spen durin the last 11 months on such
depatnt as police, medical, lunacy,
and charities, and a miscellaneous depart-
ment called "all other expenses," we
must come to the conclusion that there
is room for economy, and I ay due
economy should be practised before we
decide on any farther taxation of the
people of Western Australia. Moreover,
when we come to read the Speech of the
Premier we find that this tax proposed to
be brought in by the Moore Government
is merely a tax of a class nature. There
is talk about exemptions not only in
regard to the value of the land, but also
as to postponing the time at which the
tax will take effect so far as new settlers
are concerned. I hold it would be in-
iquitous on the part of the GJovernment
of Western Australia to impose a tax of
this description. There is no one in
Western Australia who does not feel that
the prospects of the country are bright
ad that it is going to be a great State,
but at the same time I feel that we must
nurse our resources. The time will come
later on when we shall have to look for
other methods of raising revenue, and
then will be the time to impose a land
tax. I am not against a land tax, but
when we are going to tax the people
throg hsmdu h a utb one
thotayeepinyhtvr The

Speeh mde o prtiula metio ofthe
amont f te dfiit ut e fndon

reading the speech of the Premier at
Eunbury that the amount of the deficit
this year will be somewhere in the vicinity
of £120,000. Surely the Government
when they took over the reins knew that
the finances were not in a satisfactory
state, and that it was possible for them
to exercise economy then; but we find
that has not been done. They come now
after bein in office something like nine
mouths andi tell us it will not only be
necessary to practise economy but to find
other methods of taxation. We are also
told in the Speech that the prosperity of
the State continues apace, and that the

progress of the mining, agricultural, p~as-
toral and other industries is attracting
attention throughout the whole world.
This phrase has appeared. I think, in four
Speeches made in this House during my
short tenure of office here, that is two
years; and I look upon it as being a stock-
phrase used on every occasion of a Speech
keing delivered by a Governor in Western
Australia. Unfortunately, the wording
is hardly correct; because we have bad
member after member getting up and
stating that, at all events, either the pas-
toral industry, or the mining industry, or
some other industry is not in that pro-
sperous state which the Speech would have
us believe. omning to the question of
laud settlement, the Government propose
to carry out an energetic policy of settling
people on the land, and they also tell us
that they intend carrying out an energetic
immigration policy. Farther, they tell
us that land settlement is assuming large
dimensions and that they intend to carry
out a policy of decentralisation to make
it possible for every person desiring to
settle on the land to do so without delay.
I am sure all oft's agreewith the Govern.
meat in their land policy; but what do
they mean by a "polity of decentralisation
to make it possible for every person
desiring to settle on the land to do so
without delay ?" I do not know. I know
what decentralisation means. I think
every per-son on the Eastern Goldfields
knows that. If by the word - decentrali-
saLiwi " they mean the people Rare to he
scattered more evenly over theagricultural
districts, I quite agree with them. They
also tell us that they propose tio bring
down farther proposals for spur railways.
During the last days of the last session of
Parliament we had three spur lines
brought before us, and we were told that
great things were expected of these spur
lines when they were built, and they were
rushed through this House with almost
indecent haste.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Did you not
vote for themP

HoN. R. D. MCKENZIE; Yes, I did.
I quite admit that they were passed very
hastily, but it was on the distinct under-
standing that they were to be in the
nature of an experiment, and that there
would be no farther Bills brought down
for spur lines until we had been assured
that these were successful. If the Gjoy-
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erment are going to bring in farther
Spur railways for agricultural districts
this session, they will have to show some
very good reason why such should be
built. We know that there are hundreds
of thousands of acres of land within
close proximity to the railways itt the
Great Southern District not being used.
These lands are alienated, but are not
being used for agricultural purposes.

THE HONORARY MINISTER:± That is
wrong.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Not in the
Great Southern District.

HON. Rt. D. MCKENZIE: I know
several instances where people from the
goldfields have taken up land in the Great
Southern District and have not been able
to make a success of it. They have not
abandoned their land altogether, but
they have gone back to the goldfields
with the hope of returning to their land

Some d ay and taking it up again. They
found that the amount of capital they
had in the first instance was not suffi-
cient to carry them to a successful
issue on the land, and they have gone
back to the goldields to earn more
money.

THE HONOARY MINISTER: They must
conform to the impr1ovement conditions
before they leave.

HON. R. D. MCKENZIE: I am quite
in accord with an energetic land policy,
but I am inclined to agree with Sir
Edward Wittenocin when he stated that,
instead of rushing ahead too fast in this
direction, spending a lot of money in
immigration and settling people on the
land, if we gave more attentioln to such
industries as the mining and timber
industries, it would help in a very large
measure to bring the population we
so much desire in Western Australia.
Years ago, I think somewhere about
1895 or 1896 when Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie were booming, the people
were coming here by tens of thousands ;
and I think it is to our knowledge that
very few of these people left the State
again. They gradually drifted, many of
them, from the goldfields back to the city
and on to the lands of Western Australia.
The enormous increase of cereal and
hay crops in Western Australia is proof
that these people have gone on to the
land . I would advocate a continuation
of tbe land policy that has been in exist-

enice in Western Australia during the
past two or three years; but I would not
advocate going to any great expense, and
1 would not Advocate raising money by
way of loan to Settle people on the land.
I believe we shall get the right class of
settlers to Western Australia in time.
Rome was not built in a day, and we are
not going to build the agricultural
industry of Western Australia in a day
or a year. It will come gradually. Of
that I aim sure. I read in one of this
morning's papers of a man who had been
a farmer in Canada within two or three
miles of a railwvay, and who had sold out
and come to Western Australia to look
for land, the conditions being so much
better here than in Canada, he said. I
feel quite certain in my own mind that
he is only the forerunner of many others
from that country. It will be expected,
representing a mining constituency, that
I shall say something of the mining
industry. This magnificent industry
still continues to flourish. The develop-
mnents in our known gold mines during
recent monthis have been excellent. So
far as the prosperity of Kalgoorlie and
surroundings is concerned, we need have
no hesitation or fear whatever; but Kal1-
goorlie and its surroundings are hiot the
gold-mining industry of Western Aus-
tralia. It behoves the Government of
the State to give every encouragement
for the opening up of new fields. It is
perhaps a difficult mnatter to know how
to assist the prospector. It is a matter
which the Minister for Mines has had
under his consideration for a considerable
time; but he has not been able to pro-
pound it to his satisfaction as yet. He
will do so in time; but in the meantime
we can do a great deal by opening up
those large auriferous belts known to
exist and which have been run over and
explored, by providing water bases for
the prospectors to work from ; and we
could go on improving oar system of
public batteries, and probably in other
ways we could assist the prospectors. I
have noticed with pleasure that the
Government propose to d0 something for
the mining industry in tie shape of a
railway from Mount Magnet to Black
Range, and no doubt it is a railway
which at somie later date will be Connected
with the Eastern Goldfids system at
Leonoea We are told that the Black
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Range district is opening up very satis-
factorilv. It warranits a railway; and
therefore I hope the proposal will get the
support of members of this House whenI
it comes before them. Other railwa
are mentioned. There is the Coolgardie-
Norseman Railway. I have always ad-
vocated a line to Norseman, not to start
from Coolgardie; but that is a mere
detail, so far as I am concerned. I have
advocated it to start from Lakeside on
account of the large back timber traffic it
would get. However, the main thing is
to give Norseman a railway, and whether
it starts from Coolgardlie or Lakeside is
immaterial. At the same time I think
such a railway might well he continued
to Esperance. The Government in their
land p olic y seem to have lost sight of the
fact that there is a deal of good land
between Esperauce and Norsemian. Mutch
of it is cultivated now, and with a rail-
way a good deal more would be culti-
vated.

HoN. M. L. Moss: The member for
Kalgoorlie says the line is not necessary.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: The hon.
member will have to answer to his con-
stituents for that. Daring the last few
years we have had sufficient new taxation
imposed upon the people of this State.
We had the dividend tax and the total-
isator tax; and the one now proposed is a
land tax. The dividend tax is almost
wholly collected from people interested
in the mining industry.

Hon. M. L. Mos2: No;. I tIMM? Yon

are making a great Mistake. Every
incorporated trading company is paying
the tax.

HoN. R. D. McKENZIE: I am open
to correction. I should like to see the
figures; for I am under the impression
that at least two-thirds of the dividend
duty collected is paid by the mining com-
panies. I suppose a great deal more
than half of the totalisator tax will be
paid by Kalgoorlie and Boulder. With
regard to the land tax, with the exemp-
tions proposed up to £2400 or £500 and
the exempting of the pioneer for the first
few years of his pioneership, it will fall
most heavily on the cities, on Fremantle,
Perth, Kalgoorlie, and Boulder. These
three taxes in their incidence fall par-
ticularly heavily on the mining industry;
and that is one reason why I ask the
House to be cautious before putting any

farther taxation on the people of the State.
In addition to these three taxes it has been
admitted and recognised all along that
the Railway Department has been used
as a method of taxing the goldfields people.
It was done in the first instance by differ-
ential railway rates, and when we got
into the Federation we were able to get
the differential railway rates done away
with. -But the same thing obtains now,
and the railway that runs from Fremantle
to Kalgoorlie is the only line that pays
its way in this State. And not only does
it pay its way, but to a great extent it is
helping to carry some of the other rail-
ways on its shoulders. If this is not
taxing the mining industry, I do not
know what is. I ask members to give
this matter every consideration. It is
quite fashionable now for every Minister
and every politician, when speaking at
functions, to admit straight away that
the mining industry is the leading indus-
try of Western Australia. If that is so,
why try to kill the goose that lays the
golden egg? We do not ask for mucheb;
we ask to be left alone, to work out our
own salvation. I consider that at the
present juncture there is no necessity fo
farther taxation, which will fall particu
lay heavy on the mining industry. Mr.
Patrick, in a very excellent speech yester-
day, touched on the question of the
Coolgardie Water Scheme. I think Mr.
Patrick was the first member to mention
the matter during the debate. I would
like to say a few words about this
scheme, -and I would partaccularly ask
memb ers to give this matter their serious
consideration. I am going to ask the
House to carry out the original intention
of the Legislature when it passed the
Coolgardie Water Supply Act, which
was to have that water supply admin-
istered. by a board. If members turn up
the Act they will find that the Coof-
gardie Water Scheme was to be con-
trolled by the Minister, an engineer,
and athird man. Presumably that third
man was to be a local man, with -local

knowledge where the scheme operated.
I do not like making comparisons, but
in this instance I cannot help it. Turn-
ing to the Fremantle Harbour Works we
find there has not been such a large sum
of money spent on the Harbour Works
as on the Coolgardie Water Supply
Scheme; yet the harbour is in the hands
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of a board, and a, most admirably con-
ducted board. No one can find fault
with the Fremantle]EHarbour Trust. The
customers of the trust are satisfied that
they get a fair deal every time, and the
complints are listened to, and the cus-
tomers get equity on every occasion.
Moreover, the Freniantle Harbour Trust
is not loaded with a sinking fund. I
believe it is paying something like 3- or
4 per cent. on the money expended, and
the board are not paying to a sinking
fund at all. Uf they were charged with
sinking fund, as the Coolgardie Water
Scheme is, charged, they would have to
raise their rates, and there would be such
an outcry throughont the State that the
Government would have to back down
and nationalise the schemne. It should
he nationalised, and so far as that scheme
is concerned it is nationalised. But we
find in regard to the Coolgardie Water
Scheme it is said, "You must Dot only
pay for the coat of the pumping and the
working expenses, but you must par in-
terest and sinking fund at $ per cent.

How. M. L. Moss: But you have not
been doing that.

HoN. R. D. McKENZIE; No; it has
been an impossibility, but that is the
object of the people administering the
department. If we are to pay not only
interest but sinking fund, I ask, is this
just? The administration of the scheme
is under the secretary; and if you take
the figures they are satisfactory. We
find that the gross profits for the eleven
months ending in May last were £106,269,
whilst the interest and sinking fund on
the supplementary capital amounted to
£8,632 and th e interest on the main capi-
tal to £89,800, nmaking atotalof £97,932.
Taking this away from the gross profit,
for the eleven months, it leaves a surplus
Of somnething like £20,000. It will be in
the memory of members that last year
this scheme left a surplus of about £300
after paying interest and sinking fund;
and for the 11 months of this year there
is a net profit of £18,000, to go towards
paying sinking fund, so we have com-
menced making a payment on behalf of
the sinking fund. The main sinking fund
is £81,000, so that members will see
there is something like £60.000 odd to
be debited against the Coolgardie Water
Scheme.

Hot;. J. W. LAnGoRo a To the general
revenue.

How. R. D. McKENZIE:. Yes; it is
paid out of the general revenue. Twelve
months ago, almost at the point of the
bayonet, the Minister for Works of the
day, Mr. Johnson, had to reduce the price
charged for water. We on the goldfields
assured him that the only possible chance
he had of getting any sinking fund was
to reduce the rate, ind after consideration
it was decided to make a substantial
reduction. This is the result of the
reduction. Instead of barely paying in-
terest, we pyinterest and £20,000
towards the sining fund. I hold that
if this water supply were under the con-
trol of a board, such a board as the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, by farther judi-
cious reductions the profits would be
farther increased.

Tan COLOrNA SECRETARY: Certain
extensions have been put in during the
past twelve months.

Hox. R. D. McKENZIE: They have
been provided for out of the supplement-
ary capital, and we have paid interest
and sinking fund on that; and we still
have to do it. The supplementary capital
was for the purpose of making the reticu-
lations to difforent centres and for sinall
extensions such as to ilarrara.

Tan, CotoNntL SumcEannv: The water
was taken to Bulong.

HoN. R. D. McKENZIE: It has not
been takien to Bulong yet. It was run-
ning to Kanowna, for some months before
the beginning of the year; but Midland
Junction has not started taking the water.

tHo. J. W. HACKETT;- What quantityi
of water could the goldfield s take?

Hoz;. R. D. McKENZIE: I should
say it would be quite possible to consume
another million gallons a day provided
the water was cheap enough for garden
purposes. At the present time we are
paying 3s. 6d. per thousand gallons for
water for garden lpurpows, and it comes
particularly heavy, It is impossible
to grow vegetables for market at that
price. As a matter of fact I have held
for sonic time-and I have expressed the
opinion to the Works Department-that
if we could only maintain the revenue as
at present, any surplus water above the
quantity being sold now the Government
could afford to sell the water at Is. to
Is. 6id, per thousand galflons ; for the cost

LCO-UNClt.) F.urth day.



Addres8-in-Rteply: [28 Ju:NK, 1906.] Fourta day. 121

of pumping the water from Mundarinig
to Kalgoorlie is 1012d. Tbe pipes are
lying idle, and the machinery is lying
idle, for two-thirds of the time. We
have the reservoir at Kalgoorlie and the
water in the dam. Still, if the Govern-
ment stick out for a big price they will
not be able to pay the sinking Lund for a
long time. That is not the way a com-
mercial man would look at the matter.
Having the commodity there and having
the machinery, it would appeal to him to
sell the water at a very much lower price
arnd not to insist upon the people paying
the present price. If the Government
intend to insist on the present price, they
will never get the sin Ling fund out of the
scheme, and the scheme will be a partial
failure. It has been mentioned in the
House that it would be a good idea to con-
nect Perth with the Mundaring Weir. We
on the goldieldls have no objection to that.
There was an idea some time ago that the
goldields people objected to that. We
have not the slightest objection. We
have been told that there is sufficient
water in the blundaring damn to supply
some millions of gallons per day to Perth.

HoN. G. RANDELL: A very good lever.
Hoer. R. D. McKESZIE: No; it does

not matter. If the Government say that
we shall have to pay sinking fund at the
present price, they will never get it out of
us. The Government will either have to
charge a separate price for water to us, as
in the old days, or give it to us at a price
at which we can use it lavishly. Tlie];v_
it will be an advantage to the State if a
board be appointed, if we can get aI
third man to take the position on the
board-a manm with commercial ability
and local knowledge. When I tell inem-
berg there have been six different Ministers
administering the scheme, which has cost
three millions of money, it will come as a
surprise. No doubt the secretary is an
able man and deserves every credit for the
way he works the scheme, yet the respon-

abehead has been chaiged on an average
every sixtrmonths. I was going to mention
in connection with this matter that there
has been a good deal of friction in
connection with the administration at
Kalgoorlie and Boulder; but that is only
a small detail, therefore I shall not refer
to it. The remarks I have made on the
Coolgardie Water Scheme will I hope
enable members to give the matter some

consideration. I do not wish to take up
the time of the House unnecessarily.
There are many items I have taken a note
of in connection with other industries
which I have not a personal knowledge of,
and which I shall not mention. For
instance, there is the pastoral industry?1
It has been told me that this industry
is in the hands of a monopoly, that

pracically four or five firms are running
this industry in the North, and until
there is some method of getting stock
from the North brought about, there is
no chance of any farther land being
taken up there. This is not as we wish
it, and if there are any means of throwing
open the pastoral lands in the Nor'-West
we should do it. I am told that a stock
route from Kimberley to the goldfields
would be a desirable idea. I know the
Government will give this attention, and
therefore I mention it.

THE COLONIAL SECRETAY: A sur-
veyor is on the route now.

HON. R. D. McKENZTE: I believe
the matter was mentioned in the last
policy speech. Some mention is made in
the Speech of freezing works, and 1
believe a good offer has been made by
a firm of engineers in regard to machinery
for freezing works. I trust we shall
hear more of. that later on. As to loans,
so long as the moneys are used for works
of a reproductive nature, I am with the
Government every tinie in an energetic
loan policy. I believe there is plenty of .
room for Western Australia, to borrow a
good many more millions, so long as we
use them on works of a reproductive
nature. The policy speech tells us that
the money we are about to raise is to be
used for public works, to encourage and
develop our various industries, and to
complete works already authorised. At
the present time the State owes something
like 17 millions, an average of £66 per
bead of population; but I do not think
there is anything to bo afraid of in this,
because the great bulk, almost the whole
of the loan moneys, has been spent on
reproductive works. If from these works
we cannot always get sinking fund, we
can at all events get the interest. There
are several consolidating measures men-
tioned in the Speech, includingan amend-
ment uf the blunicipalies Act. This Eill
has; on several occasions, been before the
House since I first entered it, and we



122 Address-in-Reply: [COUNCIL.] Fourth dazy.

have never brought the measure to a
satisfactory conclusion; but I hope that
on this occasion, as the Bill will be intro-
duced early in the session, we shall be
able to get it through. The passing of
it will be a heavy task, but one to which
we shall have to appiy ourselves, as it is
absolutely necessary to do it in this
session of Parliament. An amending Fire
Brigades Act is also necessary, because
the present Act is framed principally
for Perth. Now the outside centres, anda
particularly the larger centres on the
goldfields, wish to come under the Act,
and it needs amendment before they can
come in satisfactorily. We are told that
there is to be an amendment of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust Act; and this, I
believe, is to be made with the intention of
allowing the Harbour Trust to build a
graving dock. I am inclined to think
that this is one method of shelving the
question. I do not for one moment
believe that those business men on the
Harbour Trust will commit themselves
to the very large expenditure needed for
a dock. They have at the present time
an admirable proposition. They are
prpfitably employing their capital, and
showing nearly 4 per cent, as a result.
If they are asked to spend half a million
on a dock, they will want to know first
of all where is the revenue to come from.
I believe we are quite safe in leaving this
question in the hands of the chairman of
the Harbour Trust and hi8 colleagues on
the board; because they will give it very
serious consideration before borrowing
and spending so large a sum of money.
If they can show that a graving dock is
necessary, and that it will pay, let it be
built ; but I trust that, like the Cool-
gardic Water Scheme, the work will be
loaded with interest and sinking fund. I
hope that even-handed justice will be
dealt out to one work as to the other; and
if the Harbour Trust commissioners can
assure us that they can see in it not only
interest and working expenses, but sink-

Ing fund also, I shall be the last man in
the world to object to the enterprise.
But certainly at the present time I cannot
see anything of the sort; consequently I
am opposed to the dock. The question
is to be taken out of our hands if this
Bill should pass, but we shall have an
opportunity of dealing with it when the
Bill comes before us; and perhaps, after

*hearing what the commissioners think on
the matter, our views may be altered.
I shall conclude by saying that I
believe we have in Western Australia.
the makings of a great State. I believe
that, by throwing energy into our ad-
ministrtion, and by displaying economy
in our expenditure, and not being too
prone to tax the people, we shall, not in a
day but in the course of a few years,
build up a State equal to any other in
the Commonwealth. I regretted exceed-
ingly to hear several members of this
House say they were prepared to plank
down their cheques to assist in dissolving
the bonds tbat bind us to the rest of the
Commnonwealth of Australasia. There
is no great end that can be attained
without some sacrifice. We aire quite
entitled to grumble. To grumble is the
privilege of an Englishman, and his
grumbling does nobody any harm. But
when we come to tafl of secession and
planking down money to assist secession,
that is an altogether different matter.
We are now helping to build a nation;
and I for one hope that in this House we
shall never again hear any of our mem-
bers talking of seceding from the Federa-
tion. Federation may not have done us
very much good, but for the first few
years we do not expect that. I for one
expect to have to put up with a little in-
convenience as a result of federation. I
trust that the administrators of the Gov-
ernment may be able to steer successfully
the West Australian ship of State; -and

Ithat, when the next session of Parlia-
ment opens, when the Governor has put
in his mouth the statement that the
various industries of Western Australia
are going on apace and prospering, that
statement will be a fact.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (C.
PA. Piesse: 1 desire to congratulate you,
sir, on the exalted position which you
occupy; and without lessening that con-
gratuation, I wish in the same breath to
express my sorrqw that Sir George
Shenton, ou~r esteemed es-President, has
by his poor health been compelled to retire.
It is impossible to let this occasion pass
without some reference to him. Nearly
13 years have elapsed since first I became
a member of the Legislative Council,
and during the whole of those 13 years
Sir George Shenton presided inth
Chair now occupied by you. Therefore,



Addess hi Rply [2 Jsc,190.]Fourth dlay. 123

you will quite understand that tbe other
day it gave me a start, though I knew
you were to take his place, when I sasi
you in the Chair. My surprise was
greatly lessened, however, by the fact
that you have occupied the Chair on
other occasions, during his temporary
absence. I desire to add these few words
to those that have fallen from other
members in connection with Sir George
Shenton's retirement. I have also to
thank hon. members generally, first for
their kindly references to the Government.
Probably my colleague the Colonial
Secretary will do this better than I can.
Secondly, I have to thank them for kindly,
congratulatory remarks to myself. I
can only say that I esteem them very
mnuch, and I trust I shall be able to do
somie good in the position to which I
have been appointed. My colleague,
having charge of a, department will be
able to deal with the mnatters referred to.
As I have said, I have had 18 years'
parliamentary experience, and have beard
more than 18 Governors' Speeches, for in
some years there have been two; and I
have always found that in everyv inistance
the Speechi is either too long or too short
to please some -people;, it is too fat for
seine people and too lean for others. The
same reference applies to the Speech
now beore us. It is only natural that
the Speech should be disappointing
to anyone who has interests that he
would like to see mentioned therein.
At the same time, all InLubt realiac
that it is impossible to put into a
Speech every proposal which the Gov-
ernment. may have to make in the
course of a session. I have no hesitation
in saying that the Speech now before the
House is an excellent Speech; anyway,
none can say that it is limited in its
scope. There is ample room for expan-
sion; and if absolutely necessary after
matters have been discussed, we may
probably find room for contraction. But
in a, State like this we do not want con-
traction; we want expansion. And I
maintain that if the Speech is somewhat
vague, for that very reason it will give
hon. members a much freer baud to keep
pace with the developments that are
taking- place in ouir country, which
developments we all hope will become
more rapid. I am not here so much as
the champion of the Speech as to show

how great is my desire to make members
feel that the Government deserve their
confidence ; and I am sure it will be
found in every instance, when inforina-
is required, that it will be forthcoming:
If we do not take the members into our
confidence and place trust in them, we
cannot expect confidence in return. My
own experience of life is that if I wan
confidence, I have also to give it; and I
dma say the experience of most members
is similar. The Speech, although it may
be disappointing to some, will, I trust,
eventually prove to be wise in tone; and
as it leaves room for expansion, it will
enable -us in the face. of coming events
to go farther than was intended when the
Speech was drafted. I wish to refer to
the matter of fresh loans. I cannot
understand why some members should
shako their heads and express themselves
as adlverse to any borrowing proposition.
I maintain that to-day we are in a better
position to borrow money than we were
when Sir .John Forrest and his progres-
sive colleagues started their policy. We
ha~ve proved our mineral possibilities.
In those days they were unproved. We
certainly have advanced farther our great
pastoral possibilities. Many years have
passed and nothing has happened to
inconvenience seriously our pastoralists
throughoutu the State. We never hear of
any serious losses in the North. We
have bad many years in which to prove
the great possibilities of that industry.
We have our timber, agriculture., and
pearl fisheries, and have yet to prove hiow
much farther these undertakings can be
extended. We are in a better position
to-day than when Sir John Forrest first
ventured to borrow money to make this
State. I cannot understand why, in the
face of such circumstances, we should not
go on borrowing and developing. . If it
can be proved that the proposed railway
in the North and other railways are
absolutely 'necessary, why should they
not be constructed V Probably the indi-
cations in the North are as good as the
indications existing when the Southern
Cross Railway was first mooted. Some
said that was a wild move, but it has
turned out successful; and it is qui te as
likely that we shall have something
equay as successful in the North.
Recently I was speaking to a Kimberley
friend who was, there in the early days of
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the rush; and he is now satisfied that the
proved mineral developments show that
there are great possibilities in that country.
He said he 'was positive-and he had
spent five or six months there-that
great things would happen in that part
of the country. I trust we have now had
the last of those cold shakes of the bead,
and heard the last of the opposition to
farther borrowing for developing the
resources of the country. From what is
said, one would think we were spending
millions of money on agricultural rail-
ways. We want dozens of such railways.

HoN. J. WV. HAC]KETT: We want some-
thing besides the Great Southern Railway.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: We
do want other railways in that part
of the country, and railways in other
parts. The reason we require additional
lines in the Great Southern district is
because that district is a little more pro-
gressive than others. But there are
hundreds of settlers in other portions of
the State who are just as much entitled
to railways, and I am sure hon. members
will be only too glad to help those other
places where railways are equally as
necessary as in the Great Southern dis-
trict. I am aware that little troubles will
come, but I have a presentimnent that we
are on the eve of great developments, as
great as we have ever had; and I trust
the Government will be able to rise to?
the occasion, and tha support will tic
given them by Parliament. It is a source
of great pleasure to me to think that inI
the near future great strides are going to
be made in settling people on the laud.
We have a climate that must tell in our
favour every time as against other
countries which are competing with us.
I read some time ago in the Morning
Herald an account of an interesting in-
terview on this question. and I would
recommend those mnombers who have not
mrad the article to procure a. copy of
it. The article was of such a temperate
nature that it seemed to carry truth in
every line, and I am sure the man who
was interviewed is well qualified to
speak on the matter. Be had had ex-
perience of Australia, before, and knew
perfectly what he wasdspeaking about.
This question of land settlement is
one which must seriously engage the
attention of the present Government,
and I trust the outcome of our efforts

will be that every man in the State will
become a land-owner. I repeat that
every man in the country, and every
woman also, should ha-ve an interest in
the land. It is said the Government do
not adequately advertise the land, and
that this is one reason that keeps people
from the land. Another reason stated is
that suitable land cannot be found when
people look for it. That is simply hum-
bug. There is no truth in the statement,
for we have good land in abundance. In
this respect I think the State has reason
to shake hands with itself, for out of the
enormous area of this State only It
million acres are alienated or in process
of alienation. In the South-West dis-
tricts alone we have at least 40) million
acres; so that one can easily realise the
vast possibilities of the agricultural
industry in the immense area of this
State. There are ample opportunities
for those who are to do pioneering work
such as was done by the earlier settlers
in the Great Southern district. The
present Government intend to make
those opportunities greater. As the
Premier pointed out in his policy speech,
there will be a limitation of area in the
taking up of a selection;i and in reply to
Mr. Drew, I may remind the House that
the Premier has announced the intention
of the Government to throw open second
and third-class lands for selection, and
here again there will be a limitation of
a-rea, but the area of selections will be
quite sufficient for working it success-
fully. Still following the Premier's
policy speech, it is intended to give
assistance through the Agricultural Bank,
the conditions being made more liberal
for those requiring assistance. This can
be done with the consent of Parliament,
and I do hope hon. members will not
withhold their consent. I trust the
matter will be fouvht out earnestly, and
that the propositioif to be put before
the House will be of such a, nature that
members will see their way clear to
support it. I have here a few notes
with reference to reniarks passed by
various speakers. My esteemed friend
Mr. Sommers miade the suggestion that
survey pegs should always be dated.
The date of a survey peg would not show
the time of taking up the selection, for a
block may have been forfeited months or
years before, or may have been surveyed
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12 months before the the then occupant
took it up. Therefore it would be use-
less marking the date on survey pegs, as
that would not always show the date
when the occupant then on the land went
into possession. The survey might have
been made two or three years before.

lON. J. W. HACKETT:- The date
should mean the date of application.

TnE HONORARY MINISTER: That
would be no good because, as I have said,
the holding might have been forfeited and
perhaps the same man reinstated. The
original applicant mighit not be on the
land at all.

Howi. C. SOMME]&: In nine cases out
of ten, he is.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: I do
not think the plan is desirable. Mr.
MeLarty made somewhat light of the
manner in which the Minister for
Agriculture proposed to provide rail-
way trucks for carrying stock cowing
from tick-infested districts. I would
lilie to say that this provision is
appreciated by those having cattle comning
from tick-infested districts, who have
expressed their approval of the sye-
temi; and only to-day I camne across,
by accident, a statement that in America,
where I did not know the tick existed,
cattle can only he transported from per-
manently infested areas by railway, and
then only under certain conditions. The
cattle are not to be driven. They must
be carried on railways in special ears,
must be unloaded in special yards, and
must be for immediate slaughter only.
This is on all-fours with what is being
done here at tie present time. In
America they have successfully carried on
this sytem for a number of years, and
have thereby prevented the spread of
tick. I am sorry the hon. member is not
here, because he made somewhat light of
the subject yesterday, and I am sure that
if the system can be worked successfully
elsewhere, it can be carried out here.
I come now to the remarks of Mr.
Patrick, and I regret to see he also
is absent just now. The hon. gentleman
stated that over 340,000 acres of land
held nder conditional purchase leases
have been forfeited anyin support of
his statement he produced a. Government
Gazette setting out a list of holdings
which he regarded as forfeited.- Those
holdings, however, were only liahie to

forfeiture. The Governmeut Gaxette is
issued weekly, and is corrected up to a
certain date only, a fresh notice appear-
ing later, corrected up to a date stated.
I was surprised to find the hon. mnember
was not aware of this. Notice is given
to holers who have not paid up their
rents subject to fines that if they do not
pay within a certain time-I think three
months is allowed -their leases will be
f orfeited. Unfortunately I have not a
copy of th~e Gazette quote from by Mr.
Patrick latst evening; but I have here a
later copy, which contains the forfeiture
list corrected up to the 29th May, and
the heading in reference to these leases
is as follows.

It is hereby notified, for general informia-
tion, that rents on the following leases and
licenses have not been -paid for the first half
of the year 1906. It is open to lessees and
licensees to pay the rent, with -a fine of one
shilling in the £ added, if paid by 30th June,
after wh ich date the holdings will be forfeited.
The date of the sale of forfeited leases and
licenses will be duly notified.
As I have said, this list is corrected to
the 29th M'ay. I fancy the Gazette pro-
duced yesterday by Mr. Patrick was
dated the 24th May, so that there is a
difference of a few days only between the
two issues. The number of pages in the
issue I have here setting out leases
liable to forfeiture is only 17; these are
the conditional purchase leases only. I
mention this to show how many pages
are required Lo give the litst of leases,
liable to forfeiture, after bholders have
had opportunity of paying up rent
under Ordinary conditions, subject to
fine for delay and reinstatement of
leases. The Government Gazette I now
hold will be issued to-morrow, and in it
the list is not nearly so large as thea earlier
list, and contains scarcely three page-s of
leases liable to forfeiture. That shows
how the people take advantage of the
privilege granted by the Government.
After being notified and wvarned, the
leaseholders paid their rents, and thus
brought the cumbersome list down to
three pages only. The statement made
by Mr. Patrick was of such. a nsatfre
that it might do this country great harm.
I do not wish to take up the time of the
House farther in explaining the position.
The previous Gazette showed that there
wvere 4,072. holdings liable to forfeiture.
To-day that number has been rerluced to
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525. We have also to take into con-
sideration that many of these leases will
be reinstated before the advertised dlate
of sale, the 3rd of July. It is only
reasonable to expect that; and I think
we could not havesa much better state of
affairs than that. When Mr. Patrick
has seen the Gazette which will be issued
to-morrow, I think lie will be only too glad
to withdraw his Statement, or at any rate
qualify it. The reason for forfeiting these
is principally nonpossession; as a rule,
nonpossession and no improvements. The
lion, member did not, 1 am sure, intend
to convey the impression that they were
holdings which had been held and after-
wards abandoned. If that impression
went forth to the world, it would do
US a lot Of harmo. It is distinctly stated
that the cause is nonpossession and no
improvements, and I know from my
local knowledge that such is the case.
Some applicants had never even been in
possession of the lands, and in many
cases even if they were they had done no
improvements. To cut along story sbort,
the percentage of forfeitures is 11 ; and
when we come to remember that the
Lands Department deals with 4,000 to
5,000 holdings annually, members will
agree with me that the percentage that
is abandoned is very small indeed. There
are numerous other reasons why they are
abandoned. Many of them are abandoned
because they were not Surveyed where the
persons thought they would get them,
therefore it is only reasonable to expect
we shall have leases abandoned at any
time. They pay half-yearly rents. For
the six months, ending the 30th Dec.
last, I find from the return I have
here that the first notice of forfeiture
had reference to 3,732 holdings, and
in the final notice in the Gazette the
number was 430. 1 think members
will agree with me that under these
circumstance we have every cause for
congratulation instead of every cause
for fear. As regards this subject I
have very little more to add, and 1
shall be able to deal with land matters
later on. I want to say about the
North-West that I cannuot understand
members talking as they do, saying that
there is nothing promised in the Speech.
Stock routes, freezing works, and boring
for artesian water have been referred to.
At the present time they are boring for

water. I cannot understand what else
members want, unless it is these rail-
ways. If the proposed railways are paying
propositions, no doubt the funds wvill be
found. It is not fair to say the Gov-
ernment have not considered the matter.
I do not know what else besides these
things I have named they require at
the present time. There is nothing else
I wish to say except that-I think I can
look upon myself as an old member-I
want to congratulate those members who
went to the country recently, on their
return. It is a remarkable thing that
out of the ten who went to the country
eight who tried to get back did so; and
the two other members who retired
(not seeking re-election), we have very
able members in their places. It is a
most singular thing it should have
happened, and it is not only a compliment
to the gentlemen returned but a very
great compliment to this Chamber, in
face of the repeated statement that this
Chamber is not popular and is not
wanted, and that the members do not
represent the people. I think after a6
retnrn like that we are justified in saying
that those people who make that state-
ment are telling untruths. I wish to
congratulate those members, as I said
before, on their return.

HoN. M. L. MOSS (West): I under-
stand that the Leader of the House
desires this debate closed up before the
adjournment, and I shall not myself
place any obstaclein the way of doing so.
I desire to congratulate you, sir, on your
accession to the position of President,
and I have no doubt you will perform
the duties of that office in a way that will
be entirely satisfactory to the House.
As your proposer, it is almost unnecessary
that I should take up any time in offer-
ing you congratulations now, beyond
formally congratulating you. I sincerely
congratulate the Leader of the House
and Mr. Piesse on their accession to
Ministerial positions, and I think I and
my colleague who held those positions
may both promise them a fair amount of
assistance in carrying out the duties.
There are one or two matters I desire to
refer to which are mentioned in this
Speech. The first thing is in regard to
the question of the land tax, which
comes very prominently in the Govern.
ment policy. I desire to say now what
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I said on a former occasion, that for
any Government to admit that with the
magnificent revenue at the disposal of
the Ministry they are incapable of
carrying on the affairs of this country,
providing themselves with loans which

may tbe raised for the immediate future
frtecarrying out of necessary work, is

highly unsatisfactory. The taxation
which falls upon the people of this
country is far too heavy to dreamt for
one moment of adding to it. My opinion
is that the Government should contrive-
and I think it is a very easy contrivance
indeed-to live within the means of
revenue at their disposal; and when we
look at the laud tax, particularly from
the point of view of the incalculable
injury we shall do to those persons who
are struggling in the country districts on
land that has been taken up, and when
we remember the grand advertisement
outside this State, circulated far and
wide, in which it is stated that there is no
land tax, and in view of the fact that
probably, following the experience - of
South Australia, that land tax would
only be contributed by a very small
fraction of the people of the State, which
makes it a class tax and obnoxious in the
very last degree, I think the Government
should look about to see whether there is
a possibility of avoiding an expedient of
this kind. I wish it to. be clearly under-
stood while making these observations
that f am certainly not'opposed to a tax
on unimproved laud, which is at totally
different thing from a tax on unimproved
land values. I have stated in this place
and upon public platforms that there are
large areas of land locked tip which have
been held for years, those lands deriving
immense value from the increase of
population of the State and the expendi-
ture of public money on works; and
these people are holdinig the land without
doing anything at all to develop it or
make it productive in the best interests
of the community. [MEMBER: Are you
referring to the Midland ?] Not to the
Midland onlyv. Take all round York,
Newcastle, and many other localities in
the State where large areas of land are
held by people who will not make it pro-
ductive and will not use it, but are endsa-
vouring to get the beniefit of the unearned
increment which, as I say, results'from
increased population and expenditulre of

public money. That is the kindof property
I would tax. (Interjection.) This is not a
tune to go into details, nor is it the
province of a private member to outline
a scheme of this kind; but I can inform

*the hen. gentleman that if he chooses to
search among the Bills introduced many
* ears; ago in the time of Sir John Forrest
he will find there is a very admirable
measure, which I commend to the
Government as a very apt way of dealing
with this subject. This is not the first
occasion by many on which it has been
referred to. As to this land tax, so far
we do not know, even from the Premier's
policy speech, how much it is going to
yield; but I doubt very much whether a
land tax of Id. or 2d. in the pound will
yield anything like the amount which I

*find from last year's Estimates was
granted by Parliament as a subsidy to

*municipalities on general rates. Sixty-
eight thousand pounds was paid in that
direction, and in 1904-5 we spent in that
direction £C72,282. I am of opinion that
if a sufficiently strong man would conic
along and deal with the Estimates of
expenditure for this year or any year in
this State, the revenue he would have at
his disposal, with such economies as can
be effected, would enable the Government
of this country to be carried on and
provide interest and sinking fund for the
the necessary works that should be
undertaken for the proper development

Iof L6n .QouuLI . lo WiY upiniion, and I
have held that opinion for a long while,
these Estimates are full of the greatest

exraagnc. I have never been
opoe= o the granting of subsidies to
municipalities, because I am satisfied
that, generally speaking, the moneys
received by municipal councils are spent
subject to a considerable amount of
supervision. I think these moneys are
spent on works which are exceedingly
beneficial to the communities where they
are spent; but when we are told in this

iSpeech that our revenue will possibly be
affected to the tune of £4A33,000 as a
result of the disappearance of the sliding
scale, it becomes necessary for this State
and for the country to look round and
see where, without imposing additional
burdens on the people of the country,
economy may be practised with the idea
of compelling the people and those
responsible for the admnistration of
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the affairs of the country to live
within their means. I think that
one item, subsidies to municipalities,
notwithstanding the opinion I hold of
the importance of municipal councils
being provided with sufficient funds to
carry on their work, could easily be
knocked off the next Estimates and the
saiving so effected would do far more
than the imposition of a land tax. As a
Municipal Bill will be before both Houses
of Parliament during the present session,
if it is necessary to provide these muni-
cipalities with farther funds I would
rather see the rating power of mnunicipali-
ties, which is now limited to striking a
Is. 6d. rate for general purposes, in-
creased by 6d. or 9d. in the pound--the
maximum amount increased in the direc-
tion I say-to enable those municipali-
ties which are prepared to do so to tax
themselves for the purpose of effecting
these local improvements. The general
revenue of the country would be saved to
the tune of X72,000, which we find was
the amount that came out of the general
exchequer in the year 1904-5. That is
only one item. If we come to the
question of the civil service, probably I
may be accused of acting as a great
coward in attacking the service and
saying economy should be effected there.
I have no hesitation in saying that if a
fearless man will come along and do his
dutyr in regard to that service, a great
economy can be effected without in amy
way impairing the public service of this
State. I am referring to something
which T am capable of speaking about,
because I had eight or nine months'
experience in the Crown Law Depart-
ment, and I make this statement
without any fear that persons who
are acquainted with the circumstances
of the case will make the slightest
contradiction. I say it is perfectly pos-
sible to abolish a large numb~er of
the stipendiary magistrates in this State.
It is perfectly possible, in following the
procedure laid down in Victoria and New
Zealand, to compel those magistrates in
outlying places to go occasionally and at
regular intervals on circuit. I willi give
an instance. Mr. Gee, the resident
magistrate at Collie, obtained leave of
absence to which he wag entitled accord-
ing to the Public Service Act, and his
work was kept on, being performed by

the magistrate at Eunbury. I laid down
the policy in the Justice Department
that during Mr. Gee's absence his work
was to be performed from Hunbury. It
is being performed perfectly well. The
work of magistrates at Bunbury and
Collie and such places is not sufficient to
keep them from getting rusty. I do not
instance the Collie case with the idea of
picking it out. It is one of numbers of
instances where great economies can be
effected. Not only in regard to these
magistracies can economies be effected,
but there are other departments. Take
the office of Commissioner of Titles as an
instance. I laid down a principle with
regard to that office. The gentleman
occupying the position is 76 years of age.
He has been in the office for 11 years
over the age at which, under the Public
Service Act, he could be compulsorily
retired. I drew the attention of the late
Premier to the fact that the time had
arrived when that office of Commissioner
of Titles should be dispensed with. I
would not fill up that position, and a
saving of £700 a year could be effected.
I do not suppose that the work of the
Commissioner of Titles occupies more
than half an hour for each day of the
year. I think that when the office
of Registrar of Titles comes to be
filled, the two offices can be combined
Tt is impossible to do it at present be-
cause the existing Registrar of Titles
does not fulfil the requirements of being
a praoctising barrister of seven years'
standing. I think there should be a emall
amendment effected to strike out the word
" practising." In the meantime the Soli-
citor General or the Master of the
Supreme Court could fulfil the duties of
the Commissioner of Titles. I do not
pick out this case with the object of

saigthat it is the only economy that
ca eeffected. I make this broad state-

ment that, with regard to the branches
of the service in the Law Department, it
is perfectly possible to effect many drastic
economies and to make a large savin
without impairing the efficiency of the
service. What is capable of being done
in that department is capable of being
done in every other department of the
State. The civil service is all too cum-
brous and too big a thing for the country
to carry. I am not endeavouring in the
slightest degree to cast any aspersion'on
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or belittle in any degree the excellent ser-
vices rndered by the Public Service

Comssioner, Mr. lJull; but it is per-
fectly impossible that this work of eco-
nomy can be effected while the Public
Service Act continues in force. I am
beginning to think that the continued
delegation of duties of Ministers to these
commissioners is a very absurd way of
dealing with large and important public
questions. It is an excellent thing for a
Minister to say, "I do not want respon-
sibility in this regard-the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner has to deal with this
question ;" but the civil service is a
matter that should be fixed upon the
shoulders of Ministers, and Ministers
should have the courage to deal with
questions, and should be able, if they
give due time to the administration of
a~ffairs of their departments, to tell
exactly where the weak spots are,
and to deal with matters much more
speedily than is the case with the
Public Service Commissioner. If a
Minister takes the position with a desire
to farther the interests of his friends and
to treat his enemies with as little courtesy
as possible, he will not save anything. I
have dealt with the question of subsidies
to municipalities. The hospital vote is
another matter where large economy can
he effected without doing anything to in
any way impair the efficiency of the
service. We could make far greater
economies and save a greater sun of
money than will be obtained from the
imposition of this land tax; and I hope
the Minister will place these views before
his colleagues and have them considered
before the Government come to the
House with proposals of this nature,
which are detrimental to the interests of
the State and an exceedingly bad advertise-
ment for the State. It is bad to admit
that with the magnificent revenue we
have we must resort to fresh taxation.
In my opinion our extravagant course of
conduct is clearly indicated yeax after
year byf the Estimates, and that is also
bad to admit. The dividend duty was
referred to by Mr. McKenzie. Although I
had a great deal to do in this Chamber,
as member of the James Government, in
getting the Bill passed in 1902, 1 believe
the measure is very unjust, because it
only taxes those businesses which have
adopted the benefit of the Companies

Act; and if additional taxation is re-
quired I think that the Government
might well and fairly turn their attention
to that statute with the idea of extending
its provisions to firms and businesses that
have not taken the benefit of incorporation.
It is unj ust that one firm because it hasthe
word " limited " af ter its name pays five
per cent. duty on its profits, whereas a firm
equally as large or perhaps larger carrying
a similar business, is enabled to evade,
paying this duty. I think that before we
resort to the expedient of land tax this is
an avenue to which the Government
might well turn attention. Although I
make this observation, I cannot but
emphasise the fact that I am not in
favour of allowing those persons with
large tracts of land in this country to
beep them locked lip from profitable
development, to let them act as a barrier
to the best interests of the country and
to prevent the land being utiised in the
best interests of the country. The owners
should certainly be taxed, while as to
some who are absentees I would be pre-
pared to lend my assistance to put a little
additional tax on. I think some direct
taxation on those people would be highly
expedient. We in this country are bound
to contribute to the revenue through the
Customs, but the absentees hold large
areas of land, and even city and town
properties from which they derive rents,
without paying anything to the country,
bcause in most jnktanne. in the towns
the municipal taxes on the property are
paid by the lessees. The Government
might turn their attention to imposing
additional taxation in this direction. Mr.
McKenzie's remarks largely induced me
to offer some observations. He spoke
about placing the Coolgardie Water
Scheme under a board. I listened to the
hon. member's speech with a consider.
able amount of satisfaction and great
attention, but many things have to be
considered before the Coolgardie Water
Scheme can be handed over to a board
which should be at liberty to reduce the
price of the water-in other words
place that board on the same footing
as the Fremantle Harbour Trust is
now. I do 0not desire it to be under-
stood for one moment that the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust is entitled to any
immunity in regard to providing a proper
sinking fund on the works, or that a
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different course should prevail in regard
to the harbour than in regard to the
Coolgardie Water Scheme. I have con-
tended that a rate should have been
struck to make the harbour works pay
from the first.

HoN. W. KINGsTIJLL: It could not be
done at first.

HoN. M. L~. MOSS: I admit that may
be so; but without desiring to belittle
the work the Harbour Trust has done,
because the good service rendered by that
body is admitted on all hands, the time
has arrived when a harbour improvement
rate should be struck on the shipping
coming into port, with a little additional
taxation on the goods that go over the
wharves at Fremantle and are lightered
up the river to Perth, with the idea of
making that work pay its way. It would
be another means of waking something
for the country, and compelling work at
Fremantle to do what I think all works
undertaken by the Government should
be called upon to do. It can be done
now at Fremantle, and the port would
still be one of the cheapest ports in Aus-
tralia; and the harbour would provide
an additional X9,000 or £10,000 a year
which would be giving to the country a
sinking fund. The whole amount spread
over the whole of the State is amere
bagatelle, but why should we talk of
imposing taxation when a, work of that
kind is capable of bearing a little ad-
ditional strain, though " strain " is hardly
the proper word to use P It is highly
desirable that an expedient of that sort
should be resorted to. Fremantle people
do not object to it, and it is in connection
with the observation of Mr. McKenzie
that I was induced to rise to give,
however superficially, the exact ideas
in the minds of the people of Fre-
mantle and the members for Fre-
mantle who, without egotism, have taken
up the attitude of endeavouring to
lead the public opinion in Fremantle
on this question. [HoN. R. LAuRIE:
And the opinion of the State to a certain
extent.] When the Labour Government
were in office there was a desire to foist
on the country a floating docbr; and with
all the experience at our disposal, with
the experience of floating docks in
other places, with the ability my friend
Captain Laurie could bring to bear on
this question, with the vast knowledge he

possesses upon it, and the co-operation
of the other members for Fremantle we
met privately with the idea, of endeavour-
ing to put before the Rason Government
some kind of reasonable scheme to knock
on the head for all time this temporary
expedient in the way of a floating dock,
and to show the Premier who, being at
the head of the Government, represented
a majority of the people of the country.
how a graving dock could be placed at
Fremantle without burdening the con-
solidated revenue to the extent of one
fraction. We also sought to take, if it
were necessary, the control of this work
at Frenitle from political influence as
far as possible. It has been stated in
the public Press that it would not be
desirable to arm with the powers, which I
will indicate presently and which we are
seeking to obtain, thepresent Trustwhich is
composed of nominees of the Government,
to give them power to carry out these ex-
tended authorities which we seek to obtain.
And the chairman of the Hrybour Trust
and his colleagues are not anxious for the
sake of the emoluments of the position to
hang on to office if the Parliament of the
country thinks there should be a wider
selection of the members of the Trust,
or if Parliament thinks it desirable
to increase the number of gentlemen
composing that body. It may be that
additional taxation is necessary in order
to enable that dock to be made, and that
there should be an opportunity probably
of other bodies or some kind of constitu-
ency returning members to that Harbour
Trust. Ihe members of the Harbour
Trust are prepared to hand in their com-
missions in a cheerful way and to carry out
whatever Parliament decides. After due
consideration of what a graving dock
will cost and the necessary alterations to
the basin of the river in order to put that
dock in a suitable place, it has been
estimated that by small increases in the
amount of harbour dues imposed on ships,
and on the cargo coming into the port,
enough money can be provided to
pay interest and sinking fund on the
necessary expenditure to provide a dock,
and still leave Fremantle one of the
cheapest ports of the Commonwealth. At
the present time, the Trust, I believe,
return to the .Treasury something like
£53,000 a, year over and above the
amount of their working expenses. This
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of course is a magnificent result compared
with the mass of mnuddle that existed in
Fremantle before the Premantle Harbour
Trust Act of 1902 became the law of the
land. There is no doubt the wharves
and harbour at Fremaentle have been
managed most expeditiously as far as the
business brought before them is con-cerned. The matter has been managed
in a businesslike way by business men,.
The Government recognised that to
an extent, by sending a majority of
the board back to continue the good
work which they had begun. If the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust fritter away
all the money, and contributes nothing
to the revenue, the taxpayers of the
country will have to pay interest and
sinking fund. That is not a business
proposition, and it should not be allowed
to be perpetrated another day longer, as
against the interests of the State. This
matter is no concern at all as far as the
people of Fremnantle are concerned. What
does it matter in regard to the people of
Fremantle, looking at it from a purely
local point of view? It is no concern to
them any more than to any other part of
the State ats to what amount must be
contributed to make up the interest and
sinking fund. But the Trust is to be
put on a different basis. The Harbour
Trust Act of 1902 was an experimental
provision. It was a kind of intermediate
control between the initial stage and
until the greater uoutio-l which th-
Government now seek to enact. It is
part of the policy of the Government to
make an amendment of the Harbour
Trust Nct. That Act will not be accept-
able to the people of the country unless
it burdens the work with interest and
sinking fund on the total amount that
may be agreed upon on all hands, to be
legitimately debited to the work from the
start of .the works until the present day.
The Trust, however it is constituted,
must understand that the ships coming
into our port and the cargo brought
here must have additional burdens put
on them, so as to be able to pay the
interest and sinking fund on the cost of
the work and the construction of the
dock. If the Coolgardie Water Scheme
is to be handed over to a. board, let
it be so handed over. Mir. McKenzie
wants even-handed justice, and I think
these two schemes should be treated on

a business basis as far as possible.
We know in regard to the Coolgardie
Water Scheme 3 per cent. sinking fund
is paid, whereas in regard to other Gov-
ernment loans only 1 per cent. 'sinking
fund is charged. That is only reasonable
and was a' wise provision to enact. I
should regret if Parliament, by a majority
of both Houses, thought fit to lessen the
sinking fund for works of that kind. I
hope it may not be within the life-time
of any man, women, or child in this State
to see our gold mines worked out. The
cost of the Coolgardie Water Scheme is
a, terrible burden for the handful of
people in this State at the present time.
They have to find £80,000 sinking fund.
It is a serious matter. Mr. Mc~enzie
says the pipes and the engines are not
working half the time, and these pipes
will commence to wear. They will comn-
mence to pit inside, and we do not K-now
the time when it will be necessary to
replace large portions of the track with
niew pipes. The 3 per cent. sinking fund
should be there; and if this work is to be
handed over to the control of a board,
let it be so handed over, but let it be
done on a business-like basis, and the
Fremnantle Harbour Works should also
be put on a business basis. I do not
want to belittle the work of the pioneer
on the goldfields or those who are work-
ing out the destiny of that p art of the
State to-day, but I understand they have
nothing to complain of now on Mr.
MeKezizie's own showing, for the Stae
is paying £60,000 a year towards the
sinking fund of this work. I do not
nbject to an experiment being resorted to
in the reduction of the price of water to
the goldfields residents; and if it results
in an increased supply of water and gives
an increased revenue, by all means let
the experiment be tried, but if it acts
detrimentally to the finances of the
country, then we should revert to
the present state of affairs. If the
people on the goldfields think they
are hardly treated in that regard,
that experiment can be made. If
any proposal comes before 'Parliament
to hand the scheme over Pt a board, I
shall see if T can induce this Chamber to
provide a. clause in the Bill, as there must
be a clause in the Bill for the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, that these works
should be burdened with the interest and
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sinking fund. I shall do my duty in
that regard in connection with the
Harbour Trust. And the Governor
should have the power, if the board will
not put on harbour dues and dues on
ships at a sufficient rate to-make the
work pay its way, to do it for that body.
It might be said that a public body such
as. the Harbour Trust, controlling one
and a-ball millions or two millions of
money, which will he the amount if the
dock is constructed, should be able to
pay its way. The financial arrange-
ments of any projected board must be
placed on such a basis that these cor-
porations are able to pay their way. Mr.
McKenzie will see I am not partial in
any respect in talking of these two great
schemes. There is certain projected
legislation on which I congratulate the
Government. There is to be a Bill to
amend the law of evidence and of police
offences. Both these Bills were prepared
under my control 'when I had charge of
the Crown Law Department. There is a
mass of 50 years of legislation, and this
will be compressed in a small form deal-
ing with a very important branch of our
law. The Bill takes out of the Criminal
Code some Acts, and all the police and
penal offences will be in the measure,
leaving in the Police Act the adinisitra-
tion clauses relating to the police. I aia
glad to see so much of the policy I laid
down when controlling the Crown Law
Department has found its wa-y into
the Government policy. Mr. Brimage
thought fit to make an attack on an
old friend of mine, Mr. Eason. It was
an unfair attack, because it is unfair
to attack a person when he has not
the chance of answering that attac-k.
Mr. Ilason's position was this. He was,
by a large majority, placed in the position
of Premier, by the voice of the people
expressed in no uncertain sound, at the
last general election. If the office of
Agent General becomes vacant, and Mr.
Fiason is fit to be Premier of the country
and to carry out the policy for the proper
development of the country here, then he
is a fit and proper person to do the same
thing and look after the interests of this
country in tendon. The gentleman
occupying the position of Premier of this
country, as such, is entitled, if he thinks
fit, to take the position of Agent General
when it becomes vacant. Mr. Bason did

not do that. The matter was fairly put
before his party in another place, and it
was agreed that he should take the position
of Agent General. It is very discourag-
ing indeed to find that when he, by the
unanimous voice of his party, is; voted
into that posi tion, is now attacked by
persons who on more mature reflection
will I a4m sure regret the course of con-
duct they have pursued. I have no
doubt that when Mr. Eason goes home
to fill the position, this State 'will have a
very excellent servant in that gentleman,
and the interests of Western Australia
will not suffer in London while com-
mitted to his charge. I notice we are to
have some electoral reform. It is sadly
enough needed. After some of the
experiences we know of in connection
with the Electoral Act of Western Aus-
tralia, I have no hesitation in saying
that when you try to model a measure
such as ours on the Commonwealth Elec-
toral Act and then begin to cut the Bill
about without regard to what you are
doing, it is sure to be a mistake. If we
had kept to the Commonwealth Electoral
Act we woulId have had aworkablet measure,
but that measure was cut and hacked
about to such an extent that it is not
only full of inconsistencies, hut section
after section contradict one another. If
anyone will take up the Electoral Act
and look at Section 38 and Section 40 and
can make head or tail out of these pro-
visions, then I say such person is exceed-
ingly clever. If a, member takes Section
26, providing that the name of a person
on the electoral roll is conclusive evidence
of his right to vote, and compares it with
Section 107 which contains the remarkable
p revise that a, persion can only vote in any
district in which he resides on the day of
election, or has resided during the period
of three months preceding the election-
if any person can read these two sections
and make head or tail of them, if he can
make intelligent reading of them, then he
is an extraordinary individual. The Chief
Justice set aside one election and gave
full force to the proviso. Without
attempting to belittle the opinion of the
Chief Justice, I may say that eminent
counsel in this - State and outside the
State have given contrary opinions to that
given by the Chief Justice in the East
Fremantle cas&e.
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At 6 3O, the PRESIDENT left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

HoN. M. L. MOSS (continuing):
Before the adjournment, I was giving a
few reasons for the difficulties in the
present. Electoral Act. I wish only to
say in conclusion that while I may be
accused of presumption in giving advice
to the Government, I sincerely trust that
their electoral reform will not take the
shape of atten ptingto patch up the present
Electoral Act, but that they will give
to this country an entirely new measure.
What legislation they -will copy is for
them to decide; but an attempt to farther
patch up the present Act will only involve
a recurrence of the difficulties. which we
have experienced since the la-st general
election. We are promised a Bill pro-
viding for certain amendments of the
Constitution Act. Ministers propose to
estimate the value of their services to the
country at £800 a year each; and while
that may be their estimate of the
services they render, I think that their
scheme is a very jtltry method indeed of
attempting to save £1,000 a year. And
I may tell Ministers, the bulk of whom
are novices at their work, that if they
apply themselves diligently to serving the
country, the salary of £1,000 a year
hitherto paid to each Minister is all too
little. I never yet had an opportunity of
drawing a Ministerial salary, though I
ha vp pnrfnrmsd a. good many mnonths of
Ministerial service- withbout any emolu-
ment; but I have sufficient experience to
enable me to say that taking off this
paltry £200 a. year for the purpose of
getting a good advertisement in the
country-for that is the only light in
which this' feature of the Government
policy can be viewed-is a, very inade-
quate reason for tinkering with the Con-
stitution.

THE COLONIAL SEzCRETARY: To do the
work for nothing, as you did it, would be
a better advertisement.

HoN. M. L. MOSS: No. Doing itfor
nothing is a very stupid act indeed; and
I promise my friend that he is not likely
to see mec do it gratuitously in future.
The main proposal of the Government is
to reduce the qualifica~tion for Legis-
lative Council electors. I have fre-
quently expressed my opinion at con-
siderable length on 'this subject; and

at this juncture I desire only to say
that I see no reason for altering tha
opinion. In fact, the result of the election
at Fremantle, when Captain Laurie ob-
tained a majority of 1,041-the largest
majority obtained in any of the 10 pro-
vinces at the recent election -is a sufficient
indication, at any rate so far as my con-
stituents are concerned, of the couirse of
actionx I ought to pursue in this matter.
That majority is a strong fortification to
me in the opinions I have expressed in
this Chamber and on public platforms
regarding the Council franchise; and I
can promise the Government that this
portion of their policy will receive from me
the strongest opposition I am capable of
giving it. I have asked to-day for at
retur-n in connection with the drainage
works at Perth and Frem antlc; but when
that return is furnished I have no
doubt it will indicate that these drain-
age works will be carried out in Perth
only, and that Fre mantle will get prac-
tically little or nothing. The question of
an underground drainagei scheme for
Perth and Fremantle is not new, but
dates back to 1896, when Parliament
authorised the raising of some three
millions for the construction of the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme and several other
public undertakings; and as I told the
Minister for Works, at a deputation a few
days ago, the appearance of £150,000
in the schedule to that Loan Bill, being
an allocation for drainage of Perth and
Fremantle, wa* JLL Itz naturo a sugar-
coated pill; a nd I am much afraid that
the Metropolitan Board of Works and
Sewerage Act of last session, in which we
increased the borrowing powers by an-
other £400,000 for the purpose, we were
told, of going on with this nei-essary work
in Perth and Fremantle, will result in
the work in the city being carried out,
and the work at Fremnantle left undone.
And I have called for the return, not so
much with the object of satisfying my
own curiosity-for I am fairly well seized
of the facts-but to enable the public
in the province I represent to know at
any rate that I amn moving in my place
in the House to see that justice is meted
out to that important part of the State.
An underground drainage system is of
greater imlportance to the publ~c of these
densely- populated centres than any other
public work which the Government can
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undertake. I have not the slightest
objection to see this work growing apace
in Perth. It is a great scandal that
while we have been able to find money
for the laying out of the King's Park,
laying out the Zoo, providing all the
animals on show there, and constructing
a good many other works which are so to
speak works of luxury, a work of great
necessity such as the underground drain-
age has been so long delayed; and every
day it is delayed, so much greater are the,
difficulties and so mnuch greater will be
the expense. The healtb and lives of
the people are of far more importance
than those luxurious works I have men-
tioned; and the Government mar antici-
pate that I will be continually jogging
their memory, and bringing before this
House and the country the necessity for
doing an act of justice to Fremantle by
carrying out that which in 1896 was in-
tended to be carried out at Fremantle
simultaneously with the carrying out of
similar work in Perth. I do not want it
to be said by a Ministerial head or by
the Parliament of the country, as soon
as Perth has been properly sewered, that
there is no money available for the pur-
pose of carrying out a similar work at
Fremantle. I appeal to the Colonial
Secretary (Hon. J. D. Connolly), who I
know is anxious to see fair play to the
community I represent as well as to the
city* of Perth, to use his influence and
that of his colleague (Hon. C. A. Piesse)
in the Cabinet, to see that an act of
justice is done to the West Province.

HON. W. KINoSXIrrz What about the
Fremantle Minister?

RON. M. L. MOSS: Well, the Fre-
mantle Minister, speaking the other day
on the question of a bridge connecting
Fremantle and North Fremantle, gave
one the impression that he was instructed
to say something; therefore I am ap-
pealing to his colleagues in the Gov-
ernment to give such instructions in
respect of this work as will result in an
act of justice to the community r repre-
sent. Now I have for years listened to
members representing many different
districts in the State, both here and in
another place, contending for the con-
stitution of proper Circuit Courts
throughout this country; and I have
from time to time on the floor of this
House condemned the present Quarter

Session Courts. And not with the idea
of wasting the time of the House, I
am once more about to add my protest

aTint the continuatiou of these Courts
of uarter Sessions. Personally, their

continuance does not affect my consti-
tuents onj' iota; but I think that the
proper administration of justice through-
out this country is of paramount and pre-
eminent importance.' I believe that
justice should be taken to the door of
every man living within a reasonable
distance of any centre served by the
railways of this country. I will give one
instance of something that occurred
during the life of the Rason Govern-
ment. It occurred outside the railway
system, and indicates fairly well what
goes on when people are obliged to bring
a, case to Perth. I am referring to the
murder in the North-West, for which
three men were executed towards the end
of last year. The whole of the witnesses
were brought from Broomne to Perth;
and to say nothing of the inconvenience
to which they were subjected, the cost to
this country in witnesses' expenses alone
in connection with that prosecution was
X1,160. I do not say that such cases
are continually occurring, but frequently
very large sums of money are expended
in that connection;i and w~e do not know
the cost to which people concerned in
civil cases are subjected in bringing wit-
nesses to Perth, even from places served
by the railway system. At the instance
of the ex-Preinier, Mr. Rasou, and in
consequence of a statement made by the
ex-Chief Justice, Sir Edward Stone, at
his send-off by members of the Bar-
a speech strongly contending- for the
necessity of District Courts in this
State-I was requested to give due con-
sideration to the matter, with a view to
advising the Government as to the course
which should be pursued to do away with
Courts of Quarter Sessions, and to bring
Western Australia into line with all the
other Australian States and New Zealand;
because Courts of Quarter Sessions, pre-
sided over by magistrates who were
laymen, were abolished in the other parts
of Australia and in New Zealand 40 or
50 years ago. I did consider the ques-
tion. After considerable thought and
trouble I advised the Government to
establish a District Court on the lines of
the District Courts of Queensland. I
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recommended the appointment of two
District Judges, one of whom would
carry out the functions of a Judge in
the Arbitration Court, and the Arbitra-
tion Act was to be accordingly amended
to enable either a Judge of the Supreme
Court or of a District Court to be ap-
pointed President, leaving the District
Court Judge to do Perth District Court
services also, and leaving the other Dis-
trict Court Judge free to carry on a com-
prehensive circuit which was to include
Albany, Northam, Bunbury, Fremantle,
Perth, G3uildford, Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie,
Menzies, Geraldton, and Cue. The Courts
of Quarter Sessions were to be so ar-
ranged-and it could easily have been
done-that on this Judge's circuit he
could bare dealt with rolice Court cases
in each town. The scheme was perfectly
capable of being carried out. My minute,
which is on record, was unanimously
approved by the late Government. Mr.
Gregory, MinisteRr for Mines in that and
in the present Government, travelled as
far as Mt. Magnet before Mr. Rason's
decision to accept the position of Agent
General, and there gave utterance to a good
many features of what would have been
the policy of the Rason Government had
they lived to meet the House this session;
and amongst them Mr. Gregory intimated
to the public that these District Courts
were going to be constituted, and in
additionto this full criminal jurisdiction-
they were to have full criminal jurisdic-
tion except in capital cases-they were to
have a civil jurisdiction up to £600. A
change of Government comes along, and
in a, speech which the present Attorney
General made in Kalgoorlie he proposes
not to -adopt the recommendations which
were unanimously agreed to by the late
Government, whose mnembers form a con-
siderable fraction of the present Govern-
ment, but he proposes by the Local Courts
Act to vest a discretionary power in the
Governor-in-Council to confer on magis-
trates a jurisdiction up to £250. That
was the proposal of the Labour Govern-
mneUt-[MzBInsa: To increase the evifl]-
when the Local Courts Act was passed in
1904. 1 succeeded then, although the
proposal passed another place, in inducing
members of this Chamber to reject that
proposal- That Bill passed into law
without the proposal which the present
Attorney General has since made. I

have no hesitation in saying, as a member
of the bar with very much more experi-
ence of the laws of this State than is
possessed by Mr. Keenan, that to give
the magistrates, many of whom are very
ignorant from a legal point of view, a
jurisdiction to try cases up to £260 would
be highly detrimental to the best interests
of this State. I will never listen to iL.
I shall endeavour, as far as I can and as
I have done previously, to fight against
this. I have always objected to this
delegation of power by Orders-in-Council.
But what a dangerous innovation it is in
this respect, that a Government may
come into office similar to the Labour
Government, no legal member being
in that body, and this jurisdiction of
£250 may be conferred upon persons
to whom I have referred. The thing is
absurd, and is not a. proper way to deal
with this question. In my opinion,
rather than increase the powers given by
the Local Courts Act, we should decrease
them to the amount that is conferred in
New South Wales and Victoria; and
professional men should be appointed for
the purpose of attending these Circuit
Courts, -who are able to dispense justice
and to administer the law in the way it
should be administered. Anyone who
knows anything about the administration
of law in this country has only to consult
the " West Australian Law Reports " to
find numbers of appeals from decisions
of these magistrates on the most trivial
questions, and to note the time wasted
by three Judges over side-questions
which, if the persons presiding over the
original trial had had the necessary legal
training, would never have come before
the Full Court at all. By appointing
professional men to preside over Local
Courts and lowering the jurisdiction
permitted to magistrates, we should bring
the adhninistration of justice as near as
possible to the people who live in out-
lying portions of the State. Some time
ago there were some prosecutions under
the Factories Act, and I wish to ask my
friend the Colonial Secretary whether the
Government propose to deal with this
question. I have a great contempt for
legislation which is on the statute-hook
but i;& not administered. The Factories
Act ought either to be drastically amended
or administered in its present form. The
late Government did not continue to
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administer that Act in all its points.
Certain prosecutions were instituted, and
the late Government fully intended to
bring down a Bill with the object of
making several drastic amendments. It
would be unfair and highly improper on
my part to say all that I know
in connection wvith the discussions
which took place in Cabinet in regard to
the Factories Act. I cannot say all that
I would like to say, because if certain
papers were thus made public, it would
be highly improper on my part to abuse
the confidence reposed in me as a member
of the late Government. But this is a
question which the present Government
must deal with: they must either adopt
the policy laid dowvn in the Act and
properly administer it, or make the
necessary amendments to bring the Act
into accordance with the views and ideas
of the majority of people in the State.
I trust the Colonial Secretary will bring
this matter before his colleagues at no
very distant date, because unless I get an
expression of opinion from him as repre-
senting the Government in this House,
I sh all have to move later in the session
with the idea of finding out exactly what
the Government intend to do in this
direction. When my friend Mr. Drew
spoke yesterday, he complained of the
action of the late Government in conner,-
tion with their transactions with the
Timber Combine. He made some refer-
ence also to the transactions of the
Labour Government in regard to a
certain Flora and Fauna Reserve. Well,
that was an exceedingly unfortunate
reference so far as he was concerned, for
I have no hesitation in stating that a
more disgraceful transaction than that
which took place in connection with that
reserve has not seen the light of day,
in either of these Houses of Parliament
for a very long time. I an! not going to
speak in detail with regard to this matter
until I get the papers in this House;
but I am going to take the opportunity
within a very short time of calling upon
the Government to produce those papers,
and hope that, without my formally
moving for them, the Colonial Secretary
will have them laid on the table of
the House. I venture to say. that
the information I shall be able to
present to the public then will be an
eye-opener as to the way in which the

Labour Government dealt with that area
of land. There is a certain firm of
timber merchants in Subiaco named
Whittaker Brothers; and if the members
of it were not very strong supporters of
Mr. Daglish, who was Premier at the
time, I think they ought to have been, on
account of the consideration extended to
them by the Labour Government in con-
nection with an area of 20,000 acres in
that Flora and Fauna Reserve. The way
in which other applicants for the lease
who desired to get a cut in were dealt
with is exceedingly peculiar, to say the
least of it. However, the public will
know the whole of this transaction, and
if my friend the Colonial Secretary will
do me the favour of having the papers
laid on the table of the House, I shall be
much obliged. [MmEBER: They will be
very interesting.] I should like to say in
this connection that, while one firm in
Subiaco have had a wonderful amount of
consideration shown to them, it is rather
peculiar that another firm carrying on
business there also had consideration of
a very unusual character meted out to
them byv the same Government. That is
the firm of Clemenger and Monteith.
We see the firm working the Govern-
ment for all it was worth, and I should
like to relate the circumstances, It is
just as well for the public to know some-
thing about the matter. The Govern-
ment, in the ordinary way, called for
tenders for the construction of pipes.
Proper conditions of contract were drawn
up, and to all outward appearances it
looked as if all persons, firms, or com-
panties engaged in that business and
desiring to compete for the Government
contract would have equal chances. The
extraordinary part in connection with this
transaction is that within a week of
Clemenger & Monteith's tender being ac-
cepted. the Government entered into a
written contract with them, not stipulated
or provided for in the original conditions
of contract upon which other people ten-
dered-the Government entered into an
agreement with Clemenger & Monteith
whereby the Government, as bankers,
were to advance 50 per cent, on the
material that went into Olemenger &
Monteith's works in connection with tbis
contract, such mnatei-ial being Govern-
ment property. No interest was charged,
and the Government continued to advance
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until £11,000 of public money wvas paid
to Olemnenger & Monteith, for which they
were not pay' ing a fraction of interest.
All the other firms who tendered were in
dense ignorance that this great concession
was going to be given to Clemenger &
Monteith. Personally. I doubt very much
that if one went to an ordinary banking
institution and asked for £211,000 accomn-
mnodation under these circumstances,
the institution would provide accommno-
dation to that extent without requiring
interest. But what a gross scandal it is
that this contract should have been sub-
mnitted to public tender, when it is obvious
that these people, the Subiaco firm,
must have known they were going to
receive this Government assistance! It
ia positive disgrace that the people con-

cerned in this transaction should have
allowed it to pass through Cabinet and
the Executive Council. This is theplace,
the public platform is a place, to condemn
business of that character. Yet we hear
the Labour Government talk about their
"clean" administration. You have these
two transactions, and when there hap-
pens to be another transaction like that.'
in connection with the Flora and Fauna
Reserve, it will be high time that it

Should become public property. The last I
thing I would wish to do is to say that
the persons concerned have received a
consideration for being consenting parties
to transactions of this kind; but I
would rather say this is an evidence
of the grossest business incompetency.
The men who have agreed to that sort of
thing are babies in business, and do not
deserve to be entrusted with responsible
positions as Ministers of the Crown for
transacting pulblic business. While I
refer to these matters, it is not done with
the object of suggesting that persons
have madle money out of them. I want
to be more charitable than that, and put
it down to gross incompetency and want
of business tact on the part of those con.
nected with these transactions. As I
have said before. I have no doubt that
both those firms in the Subiaco electorate
were strong supporters, at the time of the
general elections, of the gentleman who
represents that electorate in the Lower
House. I have perhaps spoken at undue
length, but I would not have risen had it
not been for the remarks of Mr. McKenzie
thatgreater consideration should be shown

to the goldfields in connection with the
water supply scheme. I think that in
contributing £70,000 a year from, the
general revenue in aid of that scheme,
this country is doing a liberal thing for
the benefit of the people on the Coolgardie
goldfields. Sixty or seventy thousand a
year is a very fine donation to the people
living in* that part of the country ; and
while I am not going to oppose the
appointment of a board to deal with that
scheme, it must be on the same lines as I
have indicated in connection with the
Fremnantle Harbour Trust. I promise
the members sitting on the Government
benches every assistance possible in the
way of getting passed such portion of
their proposed legislation as is in my
opinion for the interest of the State.
Mr. Connolly knows, without my saying
it, that I shall only be too glad to render
every assistance, and I trust that for the
time the present Government remain in
office they will be imbued with the one
desire to act at all times in a wayv which
will be for the benefit and welfare
of this country; and I believe that,
by close attention to duty and by seeing
that the various departments'are adminis-
tered in the best interests of the country,
they ought to have at the end of the next
financial year a very good tally, without
resorting to the expedient of burdening
the people with more taxes.

HoN. J. W. W RIGHRT (Metropolitan):
I must add my congratulations, sir, to
those of others members on your elec-
tion as President. I may state that it is
not only the opinion of mnembers in this
Chamnber, but I have heard many expres-
sions outside, that the right man has
been selected for that high position. I
wish also to add my congratulations to
the new Colonial Secretary and to the
Honorary Minister. It was not my
intention to address the House at all
on the Governor's Speech, because I
think there is nothing which comes
before this House. or either' of the
Houses, upon which so much energy
is displayed with so Little result as in
the speeches on the Address-in-Reply.
It seems to me to be a certain amount of
license. If anybody has an imaginary
grievanlce it is a chance for him to air his
grievance, and I should not have risen
now had it not been for the statement
made by Mr. Drew, who I am sorry to
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see is not in his place to-night. He
attac-ked an officer of the Central Board
ofHealtb, and I think unjustly. I bare
come here prepared with the file to give
him, had he been here, the whole of the
information, and I may tell members
that I should have occupied the House at
some length; but as he is not here I shall
not detain members more than about five
or six minutes. As lie stated that it is
his intention to ask for a select com-
mittee to inquire into this Geraldtou
plague business, I intend to sulpport it
and ask the House to grant that corn-
mnittee unanimously without any opposi-
tion whatever, because I have the
information, and I have spoken to the
various, officers concerned on that Central
Board, and they welcome an inquiry.
They wish to have it. The statements
made by Mr. Drew are entirely without
foundation. They are absolutely untrue,
and I am sorry he is not here for me to
say it because I should have spoken very
strongly. I am not one of many words,
but I should have told him in a few
words what I have to say. At any rate
I should place these facts forward, I
have the 'file here. On the 20th
February, in the evening late, Dr. Thom
telegraphed down to the Central Board
of Health to say that there was a. ease of
bubonic plague at Geraldton. That left
late on Monday night, the 20th February.
By some error, I do not know whether
by the Federal authorities or who, the
telegram 'landed at Cottesloc. I think a
copy of it was sent to the Board of
Health. Dr. Black, as president, received
it between three and four o'clock in the
morning, asking for a. medical officer,
nurses, and everything else to he sent
to Geraldton by the morning train. That
morning train, as everybody in this
House knows, leaves Perth at a quarter
to eight, and how on earth a man was
going all over the country to get his men
together before that time and obtain
nurses to go to Geraldton-and I can tell
members that the nurses do not run after
a job when it is a plague question, and
it is a rather difficult thing to get them
to undertake that position-at three
hours' notice, I do not know. The hon.
member stated that the plague patients
were rotting in Geraldton. On the
morning of the 21st this telegram was
received, and on the morning of the 22nd,

that was when the next train left, D.
Blackburne went away with all his neces-
sary paraphernalia. Inspector Stevens
went with every convenience that was
necessary for the fumigating and every-
thing for these plague patients. Prophy-
lactic was sent up by boat from Freman-
tle, and on the following morning two
nurses were sent. As I have already
stated, the telegram was received on the
21st, aud on the morning of the 22nd
Dr. Blackbarne was in Geraldton, and
he went to these cases; so I fail to see
where the patients were left to rot.
Some years ago, when I think Mr.
Kiugsmill was Minister, Oeraldton was
granted some money to puat up a plague
hospital. They spent that money. I
cannot say how they spent it, but I leave
the House to form their own idea. A
rough wall was put up, which was
erected on a field, because the place was
dirty in many instances and had been
reported upon. I am a member of that
board, so I am speaking from personal
knowledge. They were asked to put these
patients in the plague hospital. It
turned out there were no windows,
no doors, no floor, kitchen, or any-
thing else for that hospital, and there
it has remained ever since. - They' spent
the money. They never asked for more
money or anything else. What was
the consequence ? A tent aind other
things had to he sent. The people in
Geraldton fairly lost their heads. They
put twenty private constables to guard
that house of plague. In the account
one man was returned for 28 hours' pay
for one day. I do not know how he put
them in. Then the 'y grumbled for having
to -wait for that account. In the middle
of April they rendered their aecounts,

1after a gentlemaan had brought them from
Geraldton and had been walking about
the town for aL whole fortnight with them
in his pocket. They were passed by the
board on the 8th May;' except as to this
oue man for whom a charge for 28 hours
was made. The whole amount they
charged for these twenty men was £120,

Iand after being dissected the account,
cut down to about £80, was allowed. It
was sent back corrected, and from that

Iday to this that account as amended has
never been returned. The Geraldton
paper, in which I believe Mr. Drew has
certain interests, stated that there had

[COUNCIL] Pour& day.
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been unnecessary delay in passing these
accounts. I fail to see where any un-
necessary delay comes in. The grant
made for the outbreak was expended, and
until that account is put into correct
order no Treasurer will pay it. I am
sure there is not a man on the present
board who would pass '28 hours for any-
one for one day. If we do that, what
will he the end of itV The auditor would
come back upon us to pay it. These are
a few small facts. I ask that when the
hon. member brings forward a motion
for a, select committee, members will
grant it unanimously. An inquiry will
be welcomed. It may bring other
things to light which we do not know
of , but I am certain it will do good
in any case. And there is another
matter that I would like to mention, and.
I agree with everything that has fallen
from Mr. Mfoss in reference to those plane;
in regard to the Fremnantle and Perth
:sewerage scheme. I dare say we shall be
closing down for a short time and during
that time I intend to examine those plans'Although I only had about an hour at
them, there are many things that will
surprise members when wne come to
analyse thenm. I may mention one or
two, and then the engineers can begin to
gvt ready for the questions that are
likely to be put. I shall have a. big
number. There are filters whic;h they
are. putting in on Burswood Island, and
those filters will weigh about 14,000
tons, -a big figure; and now they are
going to spend goodness only knows
what. I have had some experience of
foundations and I am speaking from
practical experience. I say that those
filters they are going to construct will be
14,000 tons, and there is no provision
whatever made for a foundation for them.
The bottom of those filters is IS or 16
inches below flocod level, and when the
river comes down in flood the bottom of
the filters will Lie silted up. It means
that they will have to be cleaned, and
wh'o is going to pay for the expense?
How are we going to get at them ?' At
the bottom they will loosen the cement,
and the expense to Perth will be terrible.
The filters should not be on that side of
the river. I maintain it is only a inatter
of sentiment. Again, where is that
syphon to bie P Those pipes are about
one and a quarter tons each. They are

beiug placed over a mud bottom, and.
there is nothing to float them. They will
be all shapes and angles. A beautiful
curve is shown on the plan, but I am siat-
isfied that the pipes cannot be placed as
shown, and when they are choked what is
going to be the effect? These filters will
never be any good. The effluent directly
from those tanks will be taken into the
river, and we shall make the Perth water
and shore nothing more nor less than a
sewer. At the present time at the bottom
of that 22-inch pipe they are using a
sYphon. They have what they term a
scour, and to use it they will build a.
dolphin in the river. According to their
own plans the syphon and scour will be
in the mud between eight and nine feet,
and once that scour is open I do not think
they will be able to shut it, and then you
are going to tnake your river a main
sewer again. I am sorrylIam not giving
members more information, but I have
only bad these plans about an hour and
a quarter. I intend, however, during the
adjournment to go into them fully and
f rame a few questions so that the engineer
can give us more information than we
have at the present time. I think it
would be more satisfactory had those
plans been submitted to the City Council
or been placed on the table of the House
or something of that kind done, so that
those who are at all conversant with
sewerage works should have had the
chance of overhauling them. I amn not

goin to let a thing of this -nature pass
without calling oattention to it. It means
a terrible expense in the future. They
have to resume this land I am speaking
of, Burswood Island, and I dare say it will
mean £6,000 or £7,000. They have land
on this side of the river. Do away with
the syphon, and what an enormous
amount they will save. The present con-'
tract. has been let. It was let with the
intention of keeping the work in this
State. To-day the whole of that iron
work-the pipes and everything-is sent
to the other States to be constructed, and
brought here. It was not because they
could not -get them here, for they were
tendered for here. I think in regard
to future contracts that the Government
when making contracts of the sort should
insert a clause that if possible these
thiugs should be made in the State. I
am sorry to have taken up moure time

(28 JUNE, 1906.1
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than I intended in these remarks. I
intend to wait until this matter comes
before the House more proininentl, and
then I thin~k I shall have wore to s ay.

Tiax COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D). Connolly):- I must thank members
for the kind reception and generous treat-
wuent they have accorded to the Governor's
Speech &nu the whole. I must also thank
members for the kind and. congratulatory
remarks they have addressed to mystelf,
and I trust that I shall deserve them. It
is not my intention to go through the
speeches which have been delivered. I will
just shortly reply to some of the criticisms
that have been made on the Speech.
The Speech has generally beeu described
by members as rather vague. I have
been in this House a few years and I can
scarcely imagine a Governor's Speech
that is not vague. When we corns to
consider the amount of matter in the
Speech, goodness me, if we attempted to
go into detail (because if we go into
detail in one thing why not go into
detail in everything?) we would have
His Excellency here, I am afraid, the
greater part of the day reading that
Speech. Therefore I think it is unreason-
able to expect-in fact it will never come
to pass-a Speech from the Throne to be
anything but couched in general terms.
Touching the reduction of NMinisters'
salaries, that cannot be described as
vague. It is a definite statement. After
all we have something definite in the
Speech. [HoN. W. KrqGXsnr: That is
not in the Speech.] It is comprised in
the reference to the alteration of the
Constitution. First of all I take excep-
tion to members who say that we have
put this into the Speech because it is
our value, as Ministers. I refuse to admit
that the salary of members of Parliament
was intended as such. It was intended
certainly to compensate the member to
a certain extent for loss of time in
attending to his duties as member of
Parliawent. In the same way it was
never intended that Ministers shiould live
on £1,000 a year, or that it should he
regarded as salary. I do not admit that
£1,000 a year is the value of a. man'sj
services when he accepts Ministerial!
office, any more than £800 is the value. I
A man would. work very hard indeed
for the money, even if he got £1,500 a
year as Minister. We do not consider it

our value, nor the value of aniy men that
myfollow us; and we do not intend

thejL reduction, as Mr. Moss says, as a
cheap advertisement. We are not going
in for cheap personal advertisements.

IWe are in office to do the best we can for
the country. We believe it is necessary
to economise. Members have told us
that it is not necessary to increase tax.a-
tion, but we believe it is. At the samne
time we believe that a certain amount of
economy can be and will be effected. No
mistake about that. And we believe in
setting the example and commencing at
the top of the tree, so that afterwards
civil servants and public institutions tha-t
get aid from the Government cannot say
to us, -You do not touch yourselves;

vo re not prepared to put ini a word for
thecoutryunless you are paid for it."

We are prepared. to feel the sting of the
pruning knife; and we begin not for the
sake of the £2200 a year for each Minister,
b~ut we believe in beginning at the top of
the tree, and so we will go right down and
cut off every £100 or £200 that can come
Off, [HOW. W. K1INGRMILL:- Hear, hear.
The Martyrdom of the Moors.] I am
rather surprised that our land tax pro-
])0S15s have not been treated in a more
friendly way by my fellow members. It
has been said by some members that the
tax is proposed with the idea of bursting
up large estates. We do not intend to
tax for that at all. As a Government we

Ido not intend to go in for any such
scheme, or anything in the way of con-
fiscating or attempting to force the hands
of the people by the confiscation of their
propertyv. However, we do say that more
revenue is needed. We intend to econo-
mise where possible; but we do not think
we can economaise sufficiently to meet the
deficit; and we intend to carry on the
finances honestly and, in order to balance
our books, to impose extra taxation.
This tax. has been in force in all of
the Eastern States except, perhaps,
Queensland and also in New Zealand for
many years. It has to come here; and I
think the time has arrived for it. It
has been described by some members as
class taxation. Mr. McLaarty said, " Oh,
yes, you tax the people that have land,
but you leave alone those pewople who have
hank shares and their money, in joint
stock companies! " That is not so. The
owners of land are not taxed to the same

[COUNCIL.] Fourth day.
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extent as people that have their money
invested in other ways. At present we
have a dividend duty, which by the way
is bringing in a very good sum, for it Is
estimated that £183,000 will be received
from that source during this financial
year, and the amount is increasing each
year; and this is the tax that touches
those people that Mr. McT~arty and others
assert are not taxed at all. I allude to
the people investing their money in
shares.

HoN. M. L. Moss: The bulk of it
comes from foreign companies.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
does not matter. We will get our laud
tax frTom the foreign owner. It is argued
that this tax will retard land settlement
and frighten people away. I have heard
members quote New Zealand when it suits
them ; but I have not heard of this tax
frightening any people away from New
Zealand. If it is not definitely stated in
the Governor's Speech, members know
very well that the Premier, at Bubury,
said he would not touch the small condi-
tional purchase holders. The man who
goes to settle on the land will know at
once that his conditional purchase will
not be affected. In an income tax or
land tax I do not see the justice of any
exemptions. Io an income tax, if we
make exemptions we at once make it clas
legislation. It is the same in the land
tax. I admit that by making exemptions
we may be accused of making it
class taxation. It is to this extent,
that we exempt the small holders and
tax the big holders. In order not to
retard settlement, and so that the cry
mnay go forth that we invite people to
take up land, telling them that they can
get it for very little, and then tax them,
we are prepared to exempt the small
people, and for that reason only; not
that I admit there is any justice in the
thing, because the small man should pay
in proportion to the rich man; but it is
simply not to give any of our friends
reason to say that we invite people here,
selling them land cheaply on the one
hand, and on the other taxing them. I
do not intend to go into detail. When
the measure comes down, members will
see the details, and I shall have the
opportunity, and it will be mny duty to
explain the measure. I think, on farther
consideration, members will see the justice

*and necessity of the tax. At first sight,
of course, the laud tax to laud owners
and people generally is rather a thing
from which one is apt to keep clear; but
when we come to look at the measure
itself, and when we recognise that we
must have some taxation, members will
receive it better than they have received
notice of it in the Governor's Speech.
Certain members, and by the wavay I think
they were goldfields members, mentioned
that we were not doing anyvthing to assist
the prospector. I do niot think that
anyone who is his greatest enemy can
accuse the present Minister for Mines of
not assisting the prospector and giving
that class of citizen his very best con-
sideration. I think it was Mr. Brimage
who asserted -and I am surprised at a
goldfields member not being better up in
the Mining Act-that -we did not treat
the prospector as we treated the land
owner; that is to say, that we said to the
would-he selector, "You go on the land,
and we will give you very easy terms and
will lend you money." As a matter of
fact, we are doing that to the prospector
to-day. The hon. member asserted that
whe a prospector takes up a lease we
demand a pound an acre from him
straight away. As a matter of fact, we
do nothing of the kind. The prospector,
under the prospecting regulations of the
Minister for Mines, can take up a lease
and, to put it shortly, can practically bold a
lease of 18 acres for 18 months on a miner's
right, with a few shillings for registration.
Then again, after he does a certain amou nt
of work on the lease, and if the State
Mining Engineer thinks the lease is a
suitable one for assistance, the holder of
the lease can apply to the Mlines Depart-
ment, and will get assistance. under the
Mines Development Act, in the same way

Ias that given to settlers under the Agri-
cultural Bank Act. This system has
been in existence only two or three years;
apd being so recent, members wiU recollect
its conditions. Under a previous Gov-
ernment and the mines regulations then
in force, if a miner took up a lease, say in
December, he was charged rent for the
whole of the year, although 11 months
had expired. When Mr. Gregory again
became Minister for Mines, he altered
that system, and charged the leaseholder
only in proportion to the time he held
the lease, which in the case of taking it
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up in December would mean one mouth's
rent for the year. This amended prac-
tice shows that the present Government,
like the late Government, are and have
been endeavouring to assist prospectors.
We also intend and are trying at present
to do everything we can to lpromote the
formation of local mining companies.
Unfortunately for Western Australia,
though perhaps it could not he otherwise
at the time when the great inrush of
capital came to the goldfields, the money
which went to the development of th~e
Kalgoorlie district was foreign capital ;
and although those mines are now return-
ing tons of gold and paying some two
million pounds a year in dividends, the
bulk of the money paid in dividends goes
outside the State and is lost to the
country. We cannot prevent that now,
but we desire to remedy the existing
system by assisting in the promotion
of local mining companies, so that
these companies may be in the State, as
is the case in Victoria and other Eastern
States, and so that when the mines come
to the dividend-producing stage, the
dividends earned will be received by
people in the country and be spent here,
probably in developing other mines. So
we intend and are doing ever 'ything
possible to assist in the formation and
encouragement of local companies. For
instance, when prospectorg or a syndicate
have sunk on a property and developed
it to a certain stage, then if the State
Mining Engineer thinks that lease worthy
of assistance, we advance money to the
extent of £ for C, or perhaps 30s., of the
actual expenditure. It may be said we
do not get a, proper security for advances
made in such cases; but I would remind
members that it is only perhaps one
mine in ten that pays to develop, and we
can assist only in cases that are con-
sidered worthy. We also intend to offer
bonuses, and are at present offering a
bonus of £2,000 to assist in boring at the
north end of Kalgoorlie. It is hoped,
and by many persons believed, that the
lodes in the Golden Mile may dip and be
found under the north end of Kalgoorlie;
and if these lodes should prove to con-
tinue there, the result would be a fresh
revival to the State as a, whole, because
we should have practically a second
Golden Mile. I think there is a great
probability that the loden may be found

at greater depith at the north end adjoin-
ing the Golden Mile. Some complaint
has been made in this debate that the
Government intend to do nothing for the
North-West. We are at present offering
a bonus to sink a shaft at two mines in
the North-West, and that is doing some-
thing to assist in development. I can
assure Sir Edward Wittenoorn and other
members interested in the North that
we have not lost sight of the great
importance of the auriferous and the
pastoral prospects of the North-West;
and though there may not be one or
two North-West members in the in is-
try, as was remarked bjy Sir Edward
Wittenoom, the hon. member may rest
assured that we will not lose sight, of but
are alive to, the great possibilities of that
part of the country. During the past
year and at the present time we have in
hand water supplies for dealing with
mining districts like Meekatharra, lier-
tonvale, Carbine, and probably in a few
weeks Leonora. To show what a lot can
be accomplished sometimes with judicious
help of Government money to outlying
mining places, I cannot give a better
instance than that of Davyhurst, where
we have expended in a water supply, in a
place that was two years ago practically
at a standstill, some X15,000, and the
result bas been that there is now in that
district a population of about a thousand
people, and 50 head of stamps are going.
Mr. Drew made some complaint-I am
sorry he is not in. the House at the
moment-that neglect was exhibited to
the Black Range district. I can assure
the hon. member that the Government
are alive to the importance of that coming
centre. I myself expect a lot from that
centre, which I believe is going to be very
important. The hon. member's com-
plaint should really have been directed
rather against the past management of
the battery system, when prospectors
bad to wait sometimes a year to get
returns from their stone crushed. This
trouble occurred through the Daglish
Government having erected a 10-head
battery which has proved to be a bad
battery, and is not doing its work. This
is the cause of the delay to miners who
have supplied stone, and we intend to
replace ths~t battery of 10 head, and put
up an extra 5-head battery, and also
treat slines. It was said incidentally
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bv Mr. McKenzie that the Government
were going to build'a railway to Mt.
Margaret or to Black Range. I do not
wish that statement to go without
qualification. The Government have it
under consideration, but have not decided
nor made any announcement that they
intend to build a railway. It is quite
probable they will build a railway by
and by. Mr. Patrick mentioned that th~e
Murchison Goldfields ought to have &t
school of mines. I agree with him to
this extent, that there should -be a techni-
cal school on the Murchison. The hion.
member instanced the technical school in
Perth, the school of mines in Kalgoorlie,
and the technical school in Coolgardie.
I rather sympathis with him, for I think
there ought to be some technical school
for the Murchison Goldfields; not a
school of mines, but a technical school;
and I can assure him that this matter
will receive every consideration.

.BON. W. KINosmnzL: If they can get
sufficient students at the Murchison, they
can always start evening classes, which
are technical schools, and these can be
assisted by the Government.

Tnn COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Yes; they can obtain assistance in that
way. As to immigration, it has been
asserted by some members, though the
opinions rather vary, that we ought to
encourage immigrants, while others say
we ought not to assist immigrants at all.
Some members said that it would be a.
mistake to assist farm immigrants to
come here from the old country, as the
efFect would be to increase the number of
farmers and cause too tnuclrcompetition.
Another member stated that we ought to
encourage mechianics and other skilled
workers, so that factories could be started
in the towns. The opinion of the Gov-
ernment is not to encourage mechanics
to come here. We find that we can
always get them without any trouble.
As to agriculturists coming here, there
is this fact which is well known, that
the average Australian, as I know from
experience in the Eastern States, will
not go on the land. I have known well-
to-do farmers who could give their sons a
good start on the land; buf those sons
would not go on the land. I have known
some young Australians go into the
towns and take any sort of billet, become

policemen for instance, rather than go on
the land. It is well to recognise that
fact; and knowing it, our policy is to

encurageand to assist farmers and farm
laouer ony. The system of bringing

people from Europe is that they can be
nominated from this end, and friends
here may undertake to look after them,
so that they shall not be a charge on the
State but be self-supporting; and if the
intended immigrant is a farm labourer, we
pay half his passage, so that it costs hini
only £6 10s. to come here. If an intend-
ing immigrant cau satisfy the Agent
General in London that he is a far-
mer or a farm labourer, or is in posses-
sion of £100, the Agent General will
help him by giving an assisted passage.
We intend also to continue the systemt of
encouraging men to bring their wives
and families from the Eastern States.
The money sent away in the past to
families in Victoria and other States has
been at great drag on this country. In
assisting immigration from the East, I
have decided to go a little farther than
we have gone in the past. Hitherto, if
we got one guarantee that the passage
money would be repaid, then that money
was advanced or a steamer ticket pro-
cured. If the amouqlt exceeded £10, 12
months was allowed for its repayment;
if it were less than £10, a shorter period
was allowed, according to the amount.
If the borrower did not pay, the respon-
sibility fell on the guarantor. On the
whole, the system has worked very satis-
factorily, and the loss has been small.
This matter comes within my cognisance
as Colonial Secretary; and now I am
about to go a little farther. In every
case when I am satisfied that the app 1 -
cant is a new bone fide farmer, who has
taken up land and wishes to bring from
the East his wife and family, I will ad-
vanes him the passage money without
any guarantee, provided he experiences
any difficulty in getting at guarantee. It
may be said that some of this money will
be lost; but after all, we shall not run a
great risk, because a man has land here
into which he is putting his money; and
if we are not repaid for two or three
years the loss in interest will not be
great; and even if in one or two cases
we dto not get the principal at all, the
country will benefit, and the loss will be
counterbalanced, by the increased revenue
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derived fromu the persons whom the bor-
rower has brought to the State.

111N. J, T. GLWEn; What about
miners' wives and families ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
will bring the mniner's wife and family
from the Eastern States if he so desires,
and gives us a guarantee. If we had
not a system of guarantee in the eases of
miners and others, we should be provid-
ing people with free trips from the
Eastern States. I ami thinking of intro-
ducing another improvement. In the
past we gave these immigrants a steamer
ticket, and landed them ait Fremantle.
This always seemed to me a stupid ar-
rangement. InI future We shall, if
required, advance them money to take
them to their destination; that is. we
shall give them a railway ticket also.
For this additional advance, as well as
for the fare from the East, they must
give a guarantee. The Government
intend farther to establish immediately
on the wharf at Fremantle an informa-
tion bureau and immigration office. The
Public Works Department will imme-
diately proceed with the plans. We
believe that by establihing such a
bureau on the Victoria Quay. Fremantle,
just opposite the mail steamer berth, we
shall have an exe~ilent opportunity of
advertising the State at a cost very little
greater than the cost of advertising at the
port to-day. As one man's time is
almost fully occupied in meeting immi-
grants from England, the additional cost
will be only a. few hundreds. In this
building we shall have specimens of all
the farm products of the State, maps
showing land available for settlement,
and other information such. as that con-
cerning our pleasure resorts, the caves,
etc. Booklets will be distributed on the
mail boats at Albany and Colombo, and
men will go on board to draw the atten-
tion of passengers to the possibilities of
this country as a field for immigration.
A. few years ago, while on a trip to
England, I became acquainted with well-
to-do farmers from the Eastern States,
who had great difficulty in getting land
for their sons. They were obliged to
go into the dry districts where the land
was far inferior to what we have here,
and the rainfall most uncertain. The
agricultural possibilities of our country
were as little known to these people

as to the people of England; and I
believe this will be an excellent oppor-
tunity of bringing before people passing
our gates from England and to England
the great agricultural possibilities of this
country. We cannot get a better c;lass of
immigrants than the farmers' sons from
the Eastern States. They are Aus-
tralians; they have been born and bred
to the same life as they would experience
here. They have the necessary capital;
they are accustomed to the climate; and
they do not want to be taken in hand by
anybody. These immigrants are far
preferable to inexperienced farmers from

-other countries, who in some cases have
to be taken in hand and assisted. I
believe that this will be a very cheap and
effective method of advertising the
resources of the State and of procuring
the very best class of immigrant. Some
reference has been made to 0the Goldfields
Water Scheme, I think by MW~ Patrick.

*By the way, I am much afraid that in
this House, and perhaps to some extent
in the country, the Goldfields Water
Scheme is looked on as an awful white
elephant. It is thought that the people
on the goldlfields get their water at the
expense of the State generally. Such is

*not the case at all, as I will endeavour to
show. Mr. Patrick stated that the
Treasury had been depleted to the extent
of about £80,000 to pay sinking fund on
that water scheme. In this connection I

*should like to point out one or two facts.
I will put before the House a few figures
which I have obtained from the Minister

*for Works, as to the probable loss that
will accrue this year in respect of sinking
fund. For the ten months ending 30th
April, 1905, the actual revenue accrued

*was £2123,255, while for the corres-
ponding period of the present financial

1year it wae £137,285-a very great
*increase. Now it is confidently expected
that the revenue for the year ending 30th
June instant will prove to be £2160,000.
Turning to the other side of the ledger,
we find that in July last the anticipated
expenditure of the year, for maintenance,
pumping, etcetera, was £45,000. The
actual expenses for the ten months just
ended were £35,795, and it is now esti-
mated that the expenditure for the
present financial year will prove to be
£44,000, so that the working expenses
will be £1,000 less than we estimated.
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This, from a revenue of £160,000, will
leave a gross profit of X116,000. which
will pay all interest charges and sinking
fund on the supplementary capital, and
provide about one-sixth of the £80,000
odd sinking fund on the main capital
account. This result, instead of leaving
£80,000 to be found from the general
revenue, will leave only.£66,000; so that
is considerably better than the figures
that Mr. Patrick put before us. I should
like to point out in this connection that
if we have to find £66,000, it is not paid
to the Coolgardie Water Scheme. People
seem to think it is paid for working
expenses. After all, the £66,000 repre-
sents so much paid off our public debt
for the year. The scheme has a heavy
three-per-cent. sinking fund; and, to put
it roughly, the scheme is now finding
working expenses and about one per cent.
sinking fund. It has also been asserted
that the scheme is not properly managed,
inasmuch as we ought to be supplying
Perth and Fremantle with water fromt
the Ifundaring Weir. I admit that at
first sight it does seem rather stupid that
we use so very little water out of that
dam, and yet do not send any to Perth,
though we are supplying, or are about
to supply, Midland Junction. Unfor-
tunately, when the weir was constructed,
it was at once too big and too little. It
was too big for the goldfields supply. It
was constructed with a capacity of
5,000,000 gallons per day, when a capacity
of 3,000,000 would have sufficed; but it
was Dot constructed on a. scale large
enough to supply the whole of the
metropolitan area and the goldfields; so
there was a mistake made in going too
far and in not going far enough.
Possibly we might be able to supply
Perth and Fremantle with water at the
present time, but at the most suet a
supply would be only a stop-gap. That
is to say, a considerable sum would have
to be ipent to supply Perth and Fre-
mantle for a year or two.

Ho6N. J. W. WRIGHT: The engineer
made provision for increasing the height
of the weir.

THE COLONIAL SEORETARY: No.
I understand that to make the weir any
higher would be a dangerous experiment.
The cost of laying a main to Perth would
be something like £85,000, and the
catchiment area would also have to be

increased at an estimated cost of £40,000,
these sums waking together £125,000 for
the work. The present, con)sumpltiofl of
water in Perth and Fremantle is about
five million gallons a day; the goldfields
are at present using an average of two
millions a day, and the consumption
there is increasing; so that it will be a
fair calculation that the goldfields will
use three million gallons a day in a short
time, as extensions are going on there,
and some allowance should be made for
them. Therefore, three million gallons a

day being a fair allowance as the prob-
able consumption on the goldfields a
short time hence, aud assuming we were
to take four million gallons from the
Mundaring Weir to assist in supplying
the metropolitan area, we should have to
provide for a total supply of five to seven
million gallons a day to Perth and Fre-
xnantle,in addition to three million gallons
a day for the goldflelds; so thatbyexpend-
ing £,125,000 in the way suggested, we
would have barely sufficienAt water in the
Mundaring Weir to supply Perth and
Frenmantle. On the face of it, this does
not seem to be a good business proposi-
tion, to spend £125,000 for the sake of a
temporary supply to the metropolitan
area for a couple of years at the most.
This is a question that will receive
farther consideration from the Minister
for Works, and if it is found practic-
able to do anything in this direction
it will be done. But that is the
explanation, that we do not think it
is advisable at present to attempt to
supply Perth and Fremantle from the
Mundaring Weir. People on the gold-
fields would of course be only too pleased
to have that scheme made a paying con-
cern, so that the cost of water supplied to
them could be reduced; and not only the
people on the goldfields, but the Govern-
ment would be glad if this could be done.
Something has been said and strong
exception taken in regard to the building
of the three agricultural railways for
which we have just accepted tenders, the
construction to be done departmentally.
Itis well known thatI am strongly opposed
to departmental construction. I do not
make any secret about it, and the Cabinet
altogether are opposed to it. But if we
are to do the best for the country, whether

Iwe as a Cabinet are against the principle
iof departmental construction or other-
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wise, we believe these lines can be built
more cheaply departmentally than by
outside contract.

HON. J. W. WRIGHT: But will younget
the same class of work and get correct
returns? That is the trouble.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
total coat for the three lines, provided the
lowest tender had been accepted in each
case, would be £42,149 38. 2d., and this
cost does not include rails, fastenings, etc.
On the same basis and under the same
conditions of tendering, the Public Works
departmental tender for thiethreelines was
for a total estimated cost of £34,440 7s. lid

HoNq. J. W. WRIGHT:- Would you let
the contraetors put on their own inspec-
tors instead of Government inspectors ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: On
the face of those figures, we as a Govern-
ment could do nothing else but accept the
departmental officers' tenders, and allow
them to go on with the works. That has
been dlone. I can assure the Rouse that
a strict account will be kept of all
moneys expended on these works, and it
'will be understood that these works are of a
kind in which the principal cost is for
labour. There are only sleepers and a little
formation to be taken into account, very
little material; and the responsible depart-
mental officers thoroughily understand
that a strict account will be kept of all
material and expenditure on these works,
and we will see that everything is charged
up, so that if the cost exceeds the esti-
mates made by these officers, they will be
held answerable for it. These lines will
have to be finished up to the standard
specifications. I think the cost of forma-
tion is estimated at about .2160 per mile,
done on the cheapest gauge possible.
They will be closely watched, and all
expenditure, whether wages or material,
will be charged up. and as I have said, if
the oifficers. do not carry out the work
within the figures they have submaitted,
they will be in fault.

HON. 3. W. WRIGHT:. You can do
any class of Government work you like,
which you 'would not pass for an ordiary
contractor. You let your departmental
officers be judges of their own work, and
they are allowed to pass it.

TaE COLONIAL SEORETARY:- The
Government will see that everything is
carried out properly. I do not know that
there are any other points in the debate

on which I ought to touch. I do not
think it is necessary for me to go into
details on every itemn in the Speech. I
have referred shortly to criticisms and
arguments put forward by bon. members.
I am sorry to find that some hon. mem-
bers view the financial position of the
country in a rather doleful, pessimistic
way. I believe the finances of this State
are all right. It is a bad time just now
for we to give to hon. members an
exact idea of the financial position,
as we are at the close of the financial

iyear; but I can assure members that the
financial position will not be worse but.
will probably be better than the forecast
made by the Premier in his speech at
IBunbury. There is no cause at all to

1look at the position in a doleful way.
We have aL good country that we c!an all
be proud of, a country that can bear if
necessary a little extra taxation; a country
that has great resources, mining, pastoral,
and agricultural resources; and I believe
we have only to put our shoulders to the
wheel to effect those necessary economies
I spoke of in the beginning, and it may
be necessary to impose some additional
taxation to balance our book; but under
these conditions we will come oat all
right at the end.

Question (that the Address-in-Reply be
adopted) put and passed.

THE PRESIDENT said: In arranging
for presenting the Address-in-Reply to
His Excellency, he would ascertain the
most convenient time for receiving it,
and would be pleased to have the company
of as many hon. members as could attend,
particularly the mover and seconder.

ADJOURNMENT.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARBY:

Time should be allowed for hon. members
ina another place to complete the debate on
the Address-in-Reply; and as very little
business would be available in this House
for the next week or two, it would be
inconvenient to country members if they
were brought here without business to
go on with. Therefore, it 'would be con-
venient to adjourn the House for a fort-
night. He moved that the House at its
rising do adjourn until 4'30 p.m. on
Tuesday, 17th July.

Question passed.
The House adjourned at 12 minutes

ipast 9 o'clock, until the 17th July.
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